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UNDER THE BAOBAB
GRIETJIE PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE
NEWSLETTER

ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
BY IAN NOWAK
Bush greetings from Grietjie! February was one of the driest in
recent years with not a single mm being registered anywhere on
Balule. Fortunately, we have recently received some showers
and the bush has responded quickly. The grass cover remains
good, and this last rain will provide a boost going into the dry
season.
The good veld conditions have resulted in a high “fuel load”
going into the dry season, which is why the APNR reserves, Sabi
Sands and the Manyeleti have already begun their 2022 burning
program. This is to reduce this fuel load before the dry and
windy season arrives and the ability to stop a run-away fire will
be greatly diminished. We communicated our plan to continue
implementing our burning program in accordance with the
Management Plan.
We are very fortunate to have Dr Freek venter (with some 40
years’ experience in KNP) and Ian Owtram (Experienced
Ecologist) on our committee that developed the GPNR 10 year
burning plan. This has been submitted to Balule and endorsed
by the BNR Ecologist Craig Ferguson. The results from the
previous 2 years burning all over Balule speak volumes for what
an important ecological role fire plays in our eco-system. We
cannot be deterred by those who are not ecologists, and who
object to the burning program because they believe the bush will
look “ugly”. That is purely a matter of opinion, and some burnt
grass today will be lush green grass in future months. There is
much information available on-line about the importance of fire in
our ecology. That is why Kruger burns large blocks every year
without fail.
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ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
Staff: Our management team is doing a great job and the
results of this can be seen all over the Reserve. Jason has
implemented the security schedule and he and Logan are
working well together. There have been many late nights
recently due to animals on the R40 and other Balule reaction
unit related operations and it has been an absolute pleasure
having these dedicated guys on our team. The FOSKOR
mine will be doing a substantial upgrade on their fence
starting next month and hopefully the number of animals on
the R40 will reduce significantly.
Our security response team has now been fully integrated
into the BNR Reaction unit team. The incidents they have
responded to have gone very well and the channels of
communication and specific roles each plays in a response
is clear (within the reaction unit setup). One incident was a
Balule wide response also involving our team and it resulted
in an arrest in the South of Balule. This kind of combined
response will make it difficult for criminals to succeed
anywhere in the greater BNR reserve.

''WHAT IS LIFE... IT IS
THE BREATH OF A
BUFFALO IN
WINTERTIME''...
- CROWFOOT -

Internal security issues are dealt with by our team and any
issues should be reported directly to Logan or Jason. If
needed they will enlist the help of security volunteers. As
per our collective decisions at the AGM, the Mambas,
associated volunteers and external security staff will patrol
the fence along the R40 and do important operations in the
“buffer zone” areas outside BNR.
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ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
Gate: Our case for the privatization of the road was heard in the
High Court of Polokwane on the 25th of February. The court ruled
that RAL has 30 days from the date the final court order is issued
to make a decision on our application, whether they have a board
or not. Since only one objection (from Mr. Ackerman of no 75) was
received, we expect them to decide in our favor, especially now
that they (RAL) have already lost 2 previous cases to us with
costs. By the next edition we should have their decision and
clarity on the way forward.
It has been 4 years since this process began, and for the benefit
of the new owners and those that may have forgotten the whole
process I will include a short recap of the sequence of events and
decisions made:
On the 28th of April 2018 we held a special meeting that
included all owners, not just the members as the access road
affected all title deed holders, to discuss the way forward for
the access road.
After the meeting a motion was voted on to obtain a legal
servitude in favor of Grietjie / ONGR owners on that road and
the apply to RAL to deregister the road. The motion was
adopted with an overwhelming majority.
We proceeded to engage with all road users and got the
servitude in favor of Grietjie / ONGR signed by all parties and
endorsed onto the title deed of the Maseke property (Farm
Morelag).
We lodged an application with RAL in September 2018 to
privatize the road.
After the required public participation process was followed,
RAL received only one official objection as stated above.
In terms of the legislation if there are objections to the
application then the board of RAL must have a hearing to hear
both sides, weigh up the number of for and against and make
a ruling on the application.
For the past 4 years RAL have not had a board, only a CEO.
The legislation allows for RAL to convene a board specifically
to hold the hearing and it can be dissolved after.
RAL made no progress with our hearing, and we then
proceeded with the court action to force them to comply with
the legislation and to attend to our application.
We also added the application to move our gate to the new
point to the court action.

UNDER THE BAOBAB

''SLOW DOWN AND
ENJOY THE SIMPLE
PLEASURES IN LIFE''...
AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
The court split the action into 2 parts, being the moving
of the gate and the de-registration of the road. The
moving of the gate was heard on an urgent basis, and we
won that with costs.
We have now won the second item with costs as
described above and RAL will now have to decide on our
application within the time stated in the final court order.
Over this period a total of 5 meetings were held by
various people and Mr Ackerman to try and resolve his
objection. These were myself, Rob Garmany (the then
chairman of ONGR), JC Kriek (Attorney), Joe Pearson
(then GM of ONGR) and lastly Bernard Haasbroek from
ONGR. After one meeting Mr. Ackerman responded that
he would only withdraw his objection if we guaranteed
that he would never have to pay levies and his friends
would never be charged at the gate. Obviously, we could
not concede to a person never having to pay levies just
so they would stop blocking the wishes of the majority,
and as the elected representative of the members, I had
to follow the mandate given by votes taken previously.

''HE AINT HEAVY, HE'S
MY BROTHER''...
NEIL DIAMOND

We have also decided to implement a new Gate Access
control system. We will be keeping the License Plate
Recognition system cameras, and these will be integrated
into the new system. The new system will be a joint venture
between us and Olifants North (ONGR). More details on the
functionality and the changeover will be sent out shortly. We
are still in the process of doing the required data
conversions and imports. The system will allow for preauthorization of guests and will make use of QR codes.
ONGR will also place a QR code reader at their gate on
Darisandi road. The system will be the same system that is
used by Parsons, Olifants River Game Reserve and York
gates. Therefore, most of the busiest gates in Balule will be
on the same platform and reserve wide data sharing will be
much easier.
We would like to thank Andrew Sutcliff for all the time and
effort he spent with the current system we are using. We are
all grateful for his contribution and he will be integral in
converting our current data to the new system.

UNDER THE BAOBAB

PAGE 04

ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
Building and the Building Sub-Committee (BSC):
The BSC has now been absorbed into the regular
committee. The people that have approached us to be part
of the BSC will be co-opted to assist with this function. New
applications and ongoing monitoring of projects will come
directly to the committee. We would like to thank Hans
Schmid for the years he has spent getting the BSC up and
running and all the time he has put into the various projects
over the years. Ultimately it is too much for one person and
the committee is the correct place to absorb this workload.
Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to assist us with
this function, and we look forward to working with you. We
appreciate your interest to help us implement the Grietjie
Land Use and Building Regulations (GLUBR) and to adhere
to the principles of a Nature Reserve.
Title Deed Endorsement: At the time of writing, we are still
waiting for the MEC to sign his special power of attorney for
the Notarial deed. His office has advised us that it will most
probably take place just after the Easter Weekend. Once we
have received notification of his signature, we will advise
owners who elected to be a part of the group submission on
the collection of the original title deeds. While we are
waiting, I have been contacting certain owners (Or new
owners) for additional information that was needed and not
on their original special power of attorney signed in 2018.
This has not held the process up, but the final agreement
lodged must be 100% correct.

''CURIOSITY IS ONE
OF THE GREAT
SECRETS OF
HAPPINESS''...
BRYANT H MCGILL

Balule: We will be embarking on our next big round of follow
up dehorning at the end of April. This intervention, together
with all the others has been very effective in keeping our
rhino safe. This is a costly exercise, and we would welcome
any support from landowners that wish to contribute. In our
very first round of dehorning in 2019, Grietjie owners and
lodges were substantial contributors to the project. Any
amount will be very appreciated very much. Donations can
be made to the Balule Trust, and these donations are fully
tax deductible. If you are interested in supporting this
conservation
effort,
please
contact
me
at
gm@balulenr.co.za.
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ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS
We recently had 4 wild dog females arrive in Doreen that came all
the way from Pafuri in the KNP. It seems to be a dispersal group.
Their initial movements have remained North of the Olifants River,
and we are hoping they will bond with some Balule males as the
other group from Kruger did last year.
Elephant numbers remain high throughout BNR. Large breeding
herds remain in the reserve and others are returning in high
numbers. Marula trees that were previously meshed and painted
have been hit again and the volunteers have been redoing the
meshing and painting.
We recently removed the foot collars placed on the 2 rhino
orphans that were returned to BNR in October 2020. They have
integrated well and have carved out their own territory within the
reserve. The batteries were running low and there was no longer a
need for these intrusive devices. Collaring is really good for
specific purposes but should never be a life-long thing for an
animal to endure. Huge thanks to all that supported that
successful reintroduction.

''WE ARE NOT PUT ON
THIS EARTH TO SEE
THROUGH EACH
OTHER, BUT SEE
EACH OTHER
THROUGH..."
MIKE LIPKIN

We are hoping that our release site North of the Olifants river will
be the place for many more future releases!

I wish everyone that is travelling over the Easter weekend safe
travels and hope that many of you will be here enjoying the bush!

Until next time.

Ian Nowak
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ECOLOGY / CONSERVATION Freek Venter - FEB / MARCH 2022:
An observation about hyena and jackal numbers.
Hyena and jackal are two of my favorite animals. As
with lion and leopard roars, their calls really make
Lowveld nights special. Nothing beats a sunset with
francolins calling loudly and then in the background,
above the francolin din, the call of a jackal or hyena.
But they don’t seem to be friends. Where hyena
numbers are high, jackals seem to fade to the
backstage. I am not sure that it is only the dominant
presence of hyena that push jackals out, as there may
be other subtle factors at play. These are therefore not
the results of a research project, but only my casual
observations.

"CLOUDS ARE THE
SKY'S
IMAGINATION..."
TERRI GUILLEMETS

Kruger National Park
When I arrived in Skukuza in 1978 there were plenty of
jackal around. Before Rinza and I got married, fellow
technician Dries Engelbrecht, and I shared a 2-bedroom
prefab house in the singles neighbourhood of the staff
village (Dries later became the park warden for the
Kalahari Gemsbok National Park and GM for the Arid
Region). One night during a thunderstorm two blackbacked jackal pups were washed out of a culvert. Dries
and I decided to take care of them, but they were not
easy to handle, and we had to abandon the project and
put them back near their den.
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ECOLOGY / CONSERVATION Freek Venter - FEB / MARCH 2022:
An observation about hyena and jackal numbers Continued...
After Rinza and I got married we lived on the edge of
the Skukuza golf course which was frequented by jackal
and their calls became part of our life’s. But over the
years the jackals were replaced by hyenas, not only in
Skukuza but in large parts of the Kruger National Park,
to the point that it was rare to see a jackal and an
absolute highlight to hear one call. Hyena whoops
became the dominant sound at night.
Hyenas became so plentiful in the Skukuza area that
we witnessed large groups of them challenging lions on
a couple of occasion.

"THE EASY WAY IS
ALWAYS THE
WRONG WAY, AND
THE RIGHT WAY
IS ALWAYS THE
HARD WAY..."
ANONYMOUS

The real reason for the decline in jackal numbers could
never be established with absolute certainty. Some
scientists believed it had to do with competition from
larger predators (hyenas, leopards and lions), but the
possible impact of diseases (rabies or distemper)
carried into the park by feral dogs could also be a
factor.
Grietjie:
After my retirement and our move to Grietjie at the end
of 2017, it was such a great pleasure to see jackals
again and hear them call just about every night. It was
a sound that we really missed in Skukuza. And there
were no hyenas calling on Grietjie then as far as I can
remember, but during the last year or so it seems that
hyenas are getting more established. I hear them call
more often. From our house it seems that jackal calls
are also getting less.
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ECOLOGY / CONSERVATION Freek Venter - FEB / MARCH 2022:
An observation about hyena and jackal numbers Continued...
Time will tell, but I sincerely hope that hyena
numbers will not follow the same trajectory in
it did in Skukuza. I love hyenas, but it would
them to give their smaller cousins some
space as well.

and jackal
Grietjie as
be kind of
breathing

"I WAS THE
PREY.. YOU MY
PREDATOR..."
FARZAN GHANI

A group of hyenas on a hippo carcass near
Skukuza during the 2016 drought.

Regards,

Freek Venter
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RESERVE MANAGER/WARDEN
LOGAN VAN ZYL - FEB 2022:
SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL:
No burglaries reported
We will have random patrols with the Rangers each week in different areas.
Just a reminder to owners that the speed limit is 40.
GAME MANAGEMENT & SIGHTINGS:
Animals in a good condition.
We have a 3yr old elephant on the reserve with an injury on his front leg, the vet came out and we
treated him. Hopefully he will recover well.
We had good lion sightings.
Those 2 wild dogs visited us regularly and are in Paul now currently.
Elephant sightings are pletiful, please note if you see the litte injured one let us know please. Last
seen close to #51.
There was a few leopard sightings close to #93 and #100 on the small koppie.
There was 3 wildebeest on #79 and 2 on #126, if anyone sees more please let us know.
VEGETATION:
The reserve is very lush and green.
The grass is tall this year and have a lot of fuel to burn. Please make sure you have a fire break
around your house.
We burned half of portion 126 and the results is everything we hoped for with good grass coming up.
CLIMATE AND RAINFALL:
We have had 0mm rainfall for February and 374mm for the season.
Day temperatures are warm, with a high of 36deg on some days recorded.
Night temperatures are moderate in the 19-22deg.
R0ADS:
We are maintaining the road and constantly clearing trees and branches due to a high population of
elephants on the reserve.
I am glad to say we are finished with river road and we will tackle Doreen road next.
We also identified a few problem areas on the other roads and will attend to those areas as soon as
possible.
OTHER MATTERS:
The activity is still the same of elephant, buffalo and even lion on the R40 so when you drive to
Phalaborwa at night please keep your eyes open.
We are also aware of the sable cow walking next to Paul fence, they are in the process of relocating
her.
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.
Logan van Zyl
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RESERVE MANAGER/WARDEN
LOGAN VAN ZYL - MARCH 2022:
SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL:
There was one burglary of a gear knob reported, unfortunately it was only reported 2 weeks later.
There was nothing to follow up on. It will help a lot if it was reported directly to the Warden or Security
Manager when it happened and not the Grietjie Chat forum 2 weeks later.
We will have random patrols with the Rangers each week in different areas of the reserve.
Just a reminder to owners that the speed limit is 40km.
GAME MANAGEMENT & SIGHTINGS:
Animals in a good condition.
We have collared 2 vultures on #126 for research purposes.
We had good lion sightings.
Good hippo sightings at the picnic sites.
Elephant sightings were plentiful.
There was excellent leopard sightings on Grietjie and Doreen.
2 Big female lions and 4 younger ones stayed on the koppie at #93 for a while.
For interest sake, there was 2 black impala youngsters sighted on Doreen.
VEGETATION:
The reserve is green and will remain green for a while after the late rain we received this month.
The grass is tall this year and have a lot of fuel to burn. Please make sure you have a fire break
around your house.
The volunteers took a lot of Queen of the Night's out on #47.
CLIMATE AND RAINFALL:
We have had 74mm rainfall for March and 448mm for the season.
Day temperatures are still warm, with a high of 36deg on some days recorded.
Night temperatures are moderate in the 19-22deg.
R0ADS:
We are maintaining the dirt roads by filling up with gravel.
We are in the process of fixing Zebra Lane.
We also identified a few problem areas on the other roads and will attend to those as soon as
possible.
OTHER MATTERS:
The activity is still the same with elephant, buffalo and lion on the R40 so when you drive to
Phalaborwa at night please take care.
We are also aware of the Sable cow walking next to the Paul fence, they are in the process of
relocating her.
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.
Logan van Zyl
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FUN FACTS!

The Black Mamba

In the March 2022 issue of the ASI Newsletter I read an interesting article about the
infamous Black Mamba. Although I am so incredibly scared of this particular snake,
it's size and general behavior fascinates me and I am always intrigued by it.
Whenever I take my daughter Skye to the reptile park (which is often as it seems she
too find reptiles, and in particular snakes, fascinating) in Hoedspruit, just the mere
sight of them in the enclosure gives me goosebumps :-)
Unfortunately I am not allowed to publish extracts of the article and it was just too big
to include it in the newsletter. I would however encourage you to Google the ASI
website, or if you have the ASI app on your phone, to look up the article, I found it
very informative.
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GRIETJIE AS SEEN THROUGH
YOUR LENS...
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CLASSIFIEDS and ADVERTISEMENTS
COETZEE & VAN DER MERWE
Prokureurs | Aktevervaardigers | Boedelbereddaraars
Attorneys | Conveyancers | Estate Adminstrators
PHALABORWA BRANCH

HOEDSPRUIT BRANCH

Tel:15 781 1356/6/7 | Fax 015 781 1141
Address:
4 Tovanco Building
Palm Ave, Phalaborwa
Email:
deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za
lit@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za

Tel: 015 793 1113/4 | Fax: 015 793 1440
Address:
166 Moose Rd,
Hoedspruit

GLASS MONKEY BEADS

SH’ZEN - There is so much love!

HANDMADE MURANO GLASS BEADS
GLASS BEAD JEWELRY
BEAD MAKING WORKSHOPS

Email:
hoedspruit@costzeevdmerwe.co.za

A more beautiful you, naturally!
Please contact me should you wish to be added onto our
mailing list to view our weekly / monthly specials.

ARUNA MOHAN
GLASSMONKEYBEADS@CLOUD.COM
FACEBOOK: GLASS MONKEY BEADS
+27 (0) 79 38 64 325

PENGA NDLOVU CUSTOMS
- ARE YOU GETTING TIRED OF YOUR BLUNT
KNIVES?
- DOES YOUR CUTTING EDGE NEED AN
UPGRADE?
BRING THEM TO PENGA NDLOVU CUSTOMS TO
HAVE THEM SHARPENED TO A RAZORS EDGE.
LIFELONG GUARANTEE ON ALL YOUR
HANDMADE UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE
071 903 3270 – PORTION 77

Consultant: Odette Dart
Cell Nr: 0824500971
Email: dartodette@gmail.com

VIRTUAL MUTSAMI

Professional Web
Development
We build MOBILE
FRIENDLY web &
applications &
E-COMMERCE STORES
using WORDPRESS.
Contact Tracey
082 424 7527
Email:
tracey@mutsami.co.za

CONTINUED....
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For all your canvas printing needs.
Contact:
Wayne Calitz on 082 447 2331
Email: wayne.sprocky@gmail.com
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Getting I.T. Done!!!
Contact:
Tyler +27 (0) 714 0966
Email:
tyler@tytytech.co.za
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE...

TLB FOR HIRE

Contact Ivan: 082 388 2159
Grietjie NO. 67
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE...

SEE YOU NEXT TIME!
UNDER THE BAOBAB
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