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Under the Baobab 
Editor: Odette Dart 

April 2020 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT by Ian Nowak                    April 2020 

ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS: 

Bush greetings from Grietjie! I hope that you are all safe and healthy during this challenging time. The 

cooler temperatures have been welcome, unfortunately the current situation we find ourselves in isn’t.  

COVID - 19: At the time of writing not much information has come forward from the “command coun-

cil” of the government, so there is very little change since the beginning of level 4. The current protocols 

in place as laid out in my previous letter remain unchanged. 

My thanks again to the Grietjie community for how you have handled the current situation. The gate 

guards and Rangers remain on duty, we have however used this opportunity for them to use their accu-

mulated leave and balance the rosters. The maintenance team remains off site for the short term.  

The “screening” that was to take place “at a Balule gate” was eventually organised at the Olifants West 

gate and I have not been contacted by the authorities again. 

Balule is still maintaining an intensive APU and security program. We are undertaking more aerial pa-

trols to make up for the lack of game viewers out on the reserve. Those daily eyes and ears out all over 

the reserve are an incredible source of information and assist with the early detection of wildlife man-

agement issues. 

We are one month away from our financial year end and in the coming weeks the committee will be 

spending time on the possible scenarios for the coming year. Hopefully by then we will have received 

more information from the powers that be.  

Protected Area: No change in this item because I cannot see LEDET until after the lockdown. The ap-

proval was granted and signed before lockdown so this won’t change, we are just waiting for the ga-

zetting process to start, and to be able to collect the signed agreement for submission to the Deeds 

office. 

Municipal Rates: We received some good feedback from some members and have adjusted the set of 

slides and options we have available to pursue. The updated slides are attached to this newsletter. 

Please take a look and forward any final comments to grietjiecomms@gmail.com by the 31st of May 

2020. We will then proceed with the e-vote.  

Balule: There has been a high influx of elephants into Balule over the last few weeks. Their return is a 

few months earlier than in previous years and could possibly be bad news for our riverine areas in the 

coming dry season. On a patrol flight that covered 65% of the reserve, I logged in excess of 500 ele-

phants!  



 2 

2 

We removed a collar from a lioness on Doreen. This lion was 1 of 3 that was collared by the Mpuma-

langa Tourism & Parks Authority (MTPA) back in August of last year. They originated from the south of 

Kruger National Park and were released in the far North of the Park. This lion has travelled large distanc-

es to arrive back in the APNR area in January. She ended up here a few weeks ago and we removed the 

collar because the MTPA has collected enough data and it had served its purpose.  

We removed a snare from an elephant bull. The wound was severe but a week later he was spotted and 

was already walking without an obvious limp. We also dehorned 1 rhino cow during the month. A chee-

tah with 2 cubs was also spotted in the south of Balule, these are the first cubs seen on Balule in some 

years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I wish everyone and your families good health during this time. Please be safe! 

 Until next time. 
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Grietjie Vice-Chairman’s Report                                    April 2020     

Dino Seccareccia 
 

One day we will all look back and say we survived April 2020.  We might also say: 
 
 We managed not to catch the coronavirus (at least I think everyone at Grietjie has avoided it so 

far).   
 We stayed at home with our families 24/7…..and with only a limited supply of booze and nicotine!  
 We scrubbed our hands raw every time we touched something that may have ever been in contact 

with another human being. 
 We rehearsed our conversation if and when we were pulled over at the 4-way going into 

town…..and got ready to hit “record” on our phones in case they suggested a “gratuity”. 
 On the most positive note, many of us were able to spend this time on Grietjie with the animals 

that have no interest in lockdowns or viruses.  From the “back yard photos” that have been post-
ed, it looks like there have been some terrific sightings. 

 
Of course, the sad reality is that COVID-19 is still causing sickness and deaths in South Africa and around 
the world.  As a result, we will still have to deal with lockdowns, social distancing, facemasks and hand 
sanitizers for the foreseeable future…..as well as long lines to get into grocery stores, travel restrictions 
and police checkpoints.  We do not know how long it will be until a “new normal” is somewhat stable so 
that we can get back to being more productive and start enjoying a bit of life outside the Grietjie Gate 
again. 
 
Of course, the critical day-to-day work of security, anti-poaching activities and wildlife management on 
the Reserve have gone on as normal…..or perhaps even more aggressively than normal in many cases.  
However, COVID-19 has made April a pretty unproductive month in terms of progress on the actions in 
our Annual Plan of Operations (APO) due to reduced staff, shut-down government offices, newly emerg-
ing priorities, etc.  This will likely continue to impact many actions on the APO for the remainder of the 
fiscal year and beyond.  Still, here are a couple updates from this month’s dashboard: 

 
 Invasive & Alien Species and Biodiversity:  The Grietjie Ecosystem Restoration Plan and 

the Grietjie Firewood Policy are ready for circulation to MIGs for input and comments before the 
end of May 2020.  These documents will form the basis of completing multiple actions under the 
“Invasive & Alien Species” and “Biodiversity” Key Performance Areas (KPAs) on our APO. 

 Community Outreach:  A basic version of an initial assessment of community impacts and benefits 
is almost complete.  This will be used to define/execute an outreach program, in alignment with 
our METT Assessment and PA Declaration.  An exercise for the entire Balule Nature Reserve was 
conducted and some refinement is required for the Grietjie-specific version. 

 

 

 



 4 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep well and stay safe! 

 

Regards, 

Dino 
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Grietjie Conservation Matters                             April 2020   

Freek Venter 

Grietjie documents for comments 

Two documents have been drafted (attached) and your inputs/criticisms/comments are requested. These docu-

ments are required in line with Grietjie’s new status as a nature reserve, the Grietjie Management Plan and the 

Annual Plan of Operations. The documents are: 

 The Grietjie Firewood Policy. This plan is specifically aimed at controlling the introduction and spreading 

of the alien tree-killing Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer into Grietjie via the introduction of firewood from 

infected areas. 

 The Grietjie Ecosystem Restoration Plan. This plan covers restoration of aspects that have been impact-

ed by humans over the past couple of decades. It includes the removal of redundant infrastructure, the 

restoration of bare and eroded areas, the battle against alien vegetation and animals, and the manage-

ment of water in the landscape. 

The one aspect that is not well covered in the restoration plan, is the issue of waterholes. I really don’t know 

where to start with this issue! We should be reducing waterholes and its associated impacts in line with what is 

happening in Kruger. Kruger’s decision to close more than 85% of its artificial waterholes was based on ecologi-

cal studies on a wide range of issues including elephant impacts on vegetation, changes in herbivore and preda-

tor guilds (replacing rarer animals with common ones) due to the availability of water, and the direct grazing, 

browsing and trampling impacts around waterholes.  

The latter studies focused on the circular impact zones around waterholes (so-called piospheres), from sacrifice 

zones up to about 300 m from a waterhole through different levels of changing habitat to zones where there is 

very little impact. 

Fortunately these impacts are reversible. I closed my waterhole more than a year ago when elephants started 

to push over fairly big leadwood trees near our house, and I can already see the positive effect in terms of ele-

phant impact and trampling by other animals (and still see lots of animals around the house).  

There are a couple of options, one or more of which can be considered (and possibly others that I am not aware 

of): 

 Put a moratorium on the creation of new (more) waterholes. 

 Volunteer for permanent closure of the waterhole on your property. 

 Rotate waterholes. 

 Put restrictions on the size that waterholes can be (and thus its use by different species). 

 More…? 

If we continue with business as usual we will have to live with the consequences related to the impact 

(especially of elephants) in the long run – a treeless, dense, scrubby woodland. 

There could be other options (elephant culling is not one at the moment) and I would love to get your inputs. 

Comments must please be sent to Freek Venter at Freekvent@gmail.com before the end of May 2020.  

 

 

 

mailto:Freekvent@gmail.com
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Reserve Manager’s Report                                  April 2020 

Gerrie v Zyl 

 

1)  SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL. 

 No cases of burglary reported  

 Graded our cutline between Doreen / Grietjie and Morelag / Grietjie for security reasons and 

to create a fire break between us and our neighbor’s 

 

2) GAME MANAGEMENT. 

 All animals in good condition 

 

3)  VEGETATION. 

 Some trees and grass turning yellow, sign of winter coming 

 

4)  CLIMATE AND RAINFALL. 

 33mm Rain for April 2020 a total of 550mm for the season starting at July 1 2019—June 30 

2020. 

 Day temperatures are pleasant, evening’s starting to cool down 

 

5)  R0ADS. 

 Most roads graded after recent rain 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.  
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WAYNE’S WORLD…. 
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The tiny, invisible deadly enemy 

Dear Grietjies, 

Before I decided to write this letter, I had given the topic a lot of thought. I asked myself the question: 

Should I also choose to write about this topic of Covid-19 especially in a time when we are battling to 

understand and to come to terms with these circumstances that literally arrested our lives and divert-

ed the steady flow of our daily way of living? 

BUT, then I realized that, at present, this pandemic is paramounting our minds, and we are all acutely 

aware of the presence of this virus in our country and all over the world, and about the disruption that 

it causes in our daily comings and goings. 

And as everybody else, my mind is bombarded with all kind of information. And every day we realize 

the enormity of the damage that this pandemic causes all over the world. There is not a singe sector of 

people’s existence that has not been influenced and disrupted by this virus. 

The world’s economy is in limbo. Health systems are buckling under the enormous pressure to contain 

the virus and to try and save people’s lives. 

Sport events all over the glove are being cancelled and postponed and re-scheduled, with dire finan-

cial implications for sports governing bodies, and players and athletes.  

Hardest hit is the aviation industry world wide, with numerous airlines on the brink of bankruptcy! 

And, as a result of the above, tourism has almost come to a grinding halt. Oom Kosie and I are also ex-

periencing the sadness of our children’s planned trip to South Africa being cancelled. Mike, Jacolette, 

Heike and Alex Jansen were supposed to arrive in South Africa on the 17th May, but due to the pan-

demic, their trip has been cancelled till further notice. (Mike is one of the owners of #69 here on Griet-

jie). 

And then, there is the loss of jobs and employment to millions of people. And mankind is unwittingly 

confronted with a horrible choice: “People can succumb to the disease, or people can die from hunger 

and hardship”. 

From all the news I have been reading and listening to, I have made the following assumption for my-

self: 

 The name of the game is: Social Distancing! This is a concept that is being enforced world wide, 

and here in South Africa it is becoming an accepted way of living 

 Lots of people can work from home quite successfully 

 Oil has lost a lot of its worth, in a world where the demand has slumped significantly  

 I also realized that Covid-19 is not a race, it is a marathon, and the world will take time to heal 

from it 

 Another truth that I realized is; Standing apart is the best way of Standing together! 

 There is nothing “soft” about this pandemic. It took the world by storm, and it has no mercy for 

mankind  
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 One positive aspect of this disaster, is that our planet regenerates much quicker without human 
interference  

For Instance:  
In the north of India, residents can, for the first time in 30 years, see the snow-capped peaks of the Him-
alaya’s. These mountains are only 200km away, but it was never visible, due to the high levels of pollu-
tion.  
Also in India, the city of Mumbai, one of the most polluted in the world, now have some new visitors. 
Thousands of pink flamingo’s descended on the lakes in the city. 
In Istanbul, Turkey, dolphin’s have been spotted swimming in the strait of Bosphorus-for the first time in 
decades. This is of course, due to the absence of traffic and human activity. 
In Venice, Italy, the canals and waterways are now almost crystal clear. Why? Because the pollution 
caused by motorized boats and vessels has been minimized completely. 
 
These are but a few of the miracles that happened to our world in the last few months. Our planet is 
slowly healing, and it is definitely breathing a sigh of relief. I came across a poem that was written in 
1869, and reprinted in the 1919 Pandemic: 
 

“The Earth also began to heal 
And when the danger ended and 

People found themselves 
They grieved for the dead 

And made new choices 
And dreamt of new visions 

And created new ways of living 
And completely healed the Earth 

Just as they were healed” 
 

My heart bleeds for every person that lost his life to this pandemic and my sympathies goes to all the 
families that are grieving the loss of a beloved family member. 
 
And then there is the massive social impact of this virus, and the lockdown that was imposed on us. The 
devastating halt to the economy resulted in an unstoppable battle against poverty and hunger through-
out our entire country. 
 
On a lighter note, we also have to deal with the conflicting actions and utterances by our governing offi-
cials. There is, for instance, the speech by the minister of cogta, which is the minister of cooperative gov-
ernance and traditional affairs, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma. In that speech, after making an abrupt U-
turn on the President’s announcement that the sale of tobacco products would be allowed, she said:  
“The regulations will be published on Thursday which is before Friday!” Then she went on to explain the 
level 4 lockdown regulations: “Level 4 is level 4, but almost like level 5. Level 4 is not level 1. Level 4 is 
between level 3 and level 5. Level 4 will eventually take you to level 3, if you handle it like level 5. Level 4 
will also take you to level 5, if you treat it like level 1”, or something like that! Wow!!!!!!!! 
 
So, what does the future hold for us— for you and me and everybody else? 
 
Firstly, I know that in South Africa, we have learnt to stand together! And we are resilient! We have 
been through a lot of hardships, and we perfectly understand the term “VASBYT”. We will also get 
through this! And now we realize that the small things in life are so precious! We now value the im-
portance of a handshake, an affectionate hug, a warm embrace! Someday we will look back on the lock-
down and it will forever remind us never to take the little things for granted. And of course, positivity 
should be our compass, and hope should be our most powerful tool. And as always, we once more, 
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appreciate the peace and quiet of our beloved Grietjie-the sometimes deafening silence and tranquillity! 
In conclusion, I want to share one of the verses in the well known song that we all know,  
“Amazing Grace” : 
“Through many dangers, toils and snares we have already come ‘ I ‘ was grace that brought us safe thus 
far, and grace will lead us home”. 
 
So, keep safe, stay safe, and remember: 
 
Life is so fragile, handle it with care! 
 
Greetings, 
Annelise du Plessis #69 
 
Seeing that the days are getting shorter, and winter is slowly sneaking in on us, I thought that I should 
share this lovely broccoli soup with you. I must give recognition for the recipe to my sister in-law, Susan 
Jansen in Moreleta Park, Pretoria. 
 

Broccoli Soup 
 

Ingredients: 
3 Table spoons butter 
2 Medium onions 
4 Cloves garlic 
1/2 Teaspoon chilli flakes 
1 1/4 Teaspoon sea salt 
1 Very large broccoli (or 2 small ones) 
2 Large potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks 
6 Cups water 
1 Cup grated mature cheddar 
 
Method: 
 Melt the butter in a soup pot, and add onion, garlic, chilli flakes, salt + 10 twists of ground black 

pepper 
 Sauté until the onions are soft 
 Slice broccoli stems + florets in small pieces 
 Add the broccoli to the pot and the potatoes (thinly sliced) add 6 cups of water 
 Simmer slowly until onions + broccoli + potato are tender 
 Remove pot from heat, and cool slightly. Blend till smooth in blender or with stick blender 
 Return the puree to the pot. Heat carefully on medium heat, and add the cheese, stir till smooth. 

Add more cheese for a creamier taste 
 Serve in bowls and garnish with a sprinkle of grated cheese and / or very thinly sliced chives 
 
Enjoy! 
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Please contact me to view and purchase our amazing products. 

Consultant: Odette Dart 

Cell Nr: 0824500971 

Email: dartodette@gmail.com 
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