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ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS:
Bush greetings from a lush and green Grietjie! We hope to be seeing many of you over the festive season. The rain we
have received has been great, and the bush has responded quickly. At the time of writing there has been much rain in
the Olifants catchment area and are expecting the river to get rather full!
Our Warden Mr Gerrie van Zyl had an operation and has been recovering at home since being discharged from hospital. We wish him a speedy recovery!
E-Vote: By the time you read this, the E-Vote on the revised CAPs fee proposal should be underway. If you are a MIG
please cast your vote as per the email sent.
Infrastructure: The approved resurfacing of sections of the tar roads is complete. We had to do 2 layers on the really
bad areas, so we ended up slightly short of the full 1,5kms but are filling the holes for the remaining section with cold
mix. The fully repaired sections have turned out well and we are keen to do the rest. I am currently in talks with ONGR
to see if they will also contribute towards the remaining sections. I will have more on this in the next issue.
Ecological: The “Working for water” team has been delayed until next year as the funding has not yet been approved.
We will deploy our maintenance team on certain ecological issues once their work on the roads is complete, until the
funded people can start.
Road / Gate: We have a “to do list” for the items outstanding for us to relocate the gate. When Gerrie is back on his
feet we will tackle this and get it done. We will be getting some help from our neighbours as they are also keen to get
the corridor down.
Protected Area: I met with LEDET in Polokwane to push our declaration forward after the court ruling on the gate issue. They confirmed that there are no more issues that can prevent our declaration from being done. I handed them
the updated agreements and documents for which they signed. They have agreed to give me updates every Friday until the declaration agreement is signed by the MEC. Since my meeting with them, they have asked me to send additional information and answer certain queries, so it appears as though it is moving ahead as agreed.
Balule: We dehorned another 2 white rhino during the last month, and unfortunately suffered our first loss in 7
months! We are investigating the loss and cannot discuss the details until we are finished with the investigation. Buffalo numbers are still on the rise and it seems the elephants are moving east. The elephant with the “hole” in her face
that we treated some 6 weeks ago, was spotted near Skukuza last week! It is great to see how the mega herbivores
use the entire open system. We have appointed Dr Zala Hartman on a one-year contract to do post dehorning research on our white rhino. I am excited to have her on my team and will share some of her research as it progresses
over the next year.
In closing I would like to wish all owners, residents and staff a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year.
Until next time.
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Grietjie Vice Chairman’s Report
Dino Seccareccia
November 2019
Vice-Chairman’s Update:
If my update this month is poorly written, I have a great excuse. I’m writing this on a cool Saturday
afternoon, sitting on my (covered) deck and I am being happily distracted by the overwhelming green
bush all around me as well as the light rain plinking down with the potential for bringing even more
green in the coming days. The only thing that could make this moment better is if that infernal Piet-MyVrou in the tree next to me would just shut up for a while.

The Grietjie Annual Plan of Operations (APO) Dashboard:
In last month’s Newsletter, I shared with you a “Dashboard” we planned to deploy each month that
summarizes the actions associated with the Grietjie Committee’s 2019-20 priorities and Key Performance Areas (KPAs), based on the Grietjie Annual Plan of Operation (APO) and the Balule Management
Plan. Here is the first actual use of the Dashboard, that will give you a quick look at the current status of
each.
Each month, I will attempt to highlight any key accomplishments and/or problems, to keep you aware.
The status column of the Dashboard is color coded and, as you might expect: GREEN means we are in
good shape; YELLOW means there are some issues or delays, but they are not insurmountable, RED
means we will likely not meet our objective; and BLACK means the action has been successfully completed. Please understand that for each concise action listed here, there may be many specific steps and
detailed sub-actions and some of the actions are expected to extend far beyond the fiscal 2019-20
year…..so GREEN (“On Target”) is the best result possible in the current year.

PLEASE SEE APO DASHBOARD ON NEXT PAGE…
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Eliminate Obsolete Manmade Structures: The house on 126 was demolished and removed.
Various building materials were recovered and generously donated to Grietjie by the owner.
These will be used for other Grietjie projects such as staff complex, gate, stores, etc.



Address and Manage the Municipal Rates Increase Affecting Grietjie Landowners: As mentioned in the November Newsletter, we successfully got the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality to
return the rates from “commercial” to “agricultural” and to credit accounts to cover the excess
-charge from the October statements. However, they did not actually respond to our letter to
provide documentation of an aligned understanding of this, not have they responded to our
request for a meeting to discuss rates post-PA-Declaration. On 2 December 2019, I handdelivered a follow-up letter to the Municipal Manager to reiterate these two requests
(documentation and a meeting). If this does not result in any action, we will discuss and take
next steps with our attorneys. Meanwhile, developed footprint data was received from over
80% of Grietjie owners (and over 83% of the overall Grietjie land area). Thank you for this information…..it will be very useful when we do finally sit down with the Municipality to negotiate rates post-PA-Declaration (for those properties where we received this developed footprint data).



Tar/Slurry Road Upgrades: 1355m (5420m2) of road have been completed.



Dirt/Gravel Road Maintenance: Roads were graded twice last month, following significant rain
-related damage. They are in much better shape as of the time I am writing this update (but
more rain is expected the next few days, so there may be more damage/grading coming).

I will not repeat updates on items covered by the Chairman (PA Declaration, CAPs Fees, etc.) in this
Newsletter or through other communications.

Well, the wind has picked up and my laptop is getting a bit wet out here on the covered deck, so I
will close now by wishing all Grietjies and their families a wonderful Festive Season and all the best
to start 2020! I am optimistic that we will have much to celebrate in the coming months.
Ho-Ho-Ho!!!
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Grietjie Conservation Matters
Freek Venter
November 2019
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RESERVE MANAGERS REPORT
Gerrie v Zyl
November 2019
1) SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL


No cases of burglary reported

2) GAME MANAGEMENT.


Animals conditions should improve after the good rains,



Our first sighting of Impala lamb.



Buffalos were regular visitors



Good sightings of Zebra, Giraffe and Wildebeest.



Most of our earth dams are full.

3) VEGETATION.


All trees are green and lush.



New green grass appear everywhere,

4) CLIMATE AND RAINFALL.


146mm Rain for November, total of 149 for the season to date.



Hot and humid weather

5) R0ADS


We have done a double layer of emulsion reseal on 1355Lm (1.355Km) of our tar roads =
5420m2.



We have graded all our gravel roads twice after the good rains.

6) OTHER MATTERS.


None
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.
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“Have you ever seen the rain”...…
Annelise du Plessis
November 2019
Dear Grietjies,

In the early hours of the morning on 11 November I woke up and I listened……… And as I was trying to identify
the sound, I realised that it was raining!! Finally, first rains of the season arrived! I was completely elated, and I
felt how the happiness jumped up in my heart like a young robust puppy dog!
Several thoughts nestled in my mind. One of them was the fact that mankind has always been, and will still be
intrigued by the appearance of rain. Just think about the many songs that songwriters and artists wrote on the
theme of rain. There are the old classics like “Singing in the rain” by Fred Astaire and “The Rain in Spain” by Julie
Andrews, and of course “Have you ever seen the rain” by CCR. In my opinion, the most beautiful rendition of
“Have you ever seen the rain” is the one by Bonnie Tyler. It is a powerful, emotion filled performance with brilliant back ground music.

After we had that first 24mm on 11 November, we also had rain on 14 November (28mm) and on 20 November
(10mm) and 30 November (30mm) and a fantastic 44mm on 23 November. So, in total 140mm in November. And
in the space of 10 days an absolute miracle unfolded here on Grietjie. The grey-brown barren landscape underwent a complete metamorphosis. Trees were flushing, and the wild flowers were blooming. Everywhere new
grass stems were appearing, bursting out of the recently dry, sandy earth.
Each morning when I walk outside my round house, I am greeted by some more green trees and lovely vegetation in a million shades of green. It looks as if the different plant species are competing with each other, as to
which one can show off it’s new found beauty and diversity.
And, as I am still speechless with admiration for the miracle that is happening here on Grietjie, another thought
crossed my mind:
Humans, in their endless endeavours to be better and bigger and smarter and more successful, have made giant
strides in their quest to enhance and develop and conquer new scientific, digital, technological and medical discoveries. The Americans, in their infinite wisdom have put a human on the moon – 50 years ago! Our own Dr
Chris Barnard pioneered the first heart transplant in 1967. Nowadays, organ transplants happen every day.
In the digital and technological sphere, man has achieved awesome achievements. I sit on my veranda, and with
the mere click of a button I can immediately communicate with my children on the other side of the world in
Australia and New Zealand.
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Yes, man has developed and perfected fantastic things in the technological field.
But…… we as human beings have not ever been able to manipulate the weather. Man stands completely
helpless when it comes to the point of solving problems with weather phenomena.
No man has ever “made” rain. Neither has man been able to “stop” the rain when it is deemed enough!
No one has ever managed to negotiate weather patterns and everything that goes with that successfully.
As far as the above is concerned, we are still and will always be dependent on the Grace and Goodness
of a Higher Power!! And in that sense, we should just be thankful and content with the Mercy and Blessings granted to us every day!!
So, let us all just allow ourselves to be grateful, and let us grasp these wonderful miracles and blessings
from Above, to settle in our bones.
Let’s allow our souls the freedom to sing and dance and praise and be thankful! These awesome miracles
from our Creator are there for each and every one of us! After all, life is too short to be anything else,
but happy!!
I conclude with these wonderful words, that an anonymous poet once wrote;

“Today I choose to live
with Gratitude for the Love that fills my Heart,
the Peace that rests within my Spirit,
and the voice of Hope that says that all things are possible!”

Finally, I want to wish everyone on Grietjie a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful Blessed New Year!
Regards from our Beautiful Bush.
Annelise du Plessis #69.
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As always, I share with you this lovely recipe for a nice old-fashioned Fridge Tart;

Fridge Tart:

Ingredients:

90ml Cold water
10ml Gelatine
1 x 80g Packet Jelly (Any flavour)
125ml Boiling water
250ml Fresh cream
1 x 250g Creamed smooth cottage cheese (or low-fat smooth cottage cheese)

Method:

Add the gelatine to the jelly
Add the boiling water, and stir until dissolved
Add the cold water, stir and leave to cool
Whip the fresh cream until stiff. Set aside
Beat the jelly & cottage cheese together until smooth

Gently fold the cream into the jelly mixture
Pour into a round pan, lined with cling wrap
Refrigerate well
Turn over onto a serving dish
Decorate nicely with fresh fruit and mint leaves
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Grietjie Rainfall and Temperatures
Ian Owtram
November 2019
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WAYNE’S WORLD….

14

15

16

17

Wishing you all the joys and wonders of Christmas…
May this festive season fill your life with bright and
precious moments…

And bring you lots of sweet and pleasant surprises.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
HAPPY NEW YEAR...

