1
October 2019

Under the Baobab
Editor: Odette Dart

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT by Ian Nowak
ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS:
Bush greetings from Grietjie!
The committee has been busy with a number of issues of late. The unexpected one was the drastic increase in our Municipal
rates. Our Vice Mr Dino Seccareccia will give more detail in his report back. Our final “Annual plan of operations” will be finalised on the 13th of November and will be the blue print for the year/s ahead, in accordance with the requirements of
NEMPA.
CAPs: The negotiations with the CAPs have concluded. Both the committee and the CAPs voted on the final negotiated proposal and both bodies have achieved majority support for the said proposal. We will put this to the MIGS (Members in good
standing) via an e-vote shortly (as per the AGM). The constitution states that MIGS are “as at the most recent past quarter of
the financial year”. Since September 30th was the end of the first quarter of the new financial year, MIGS will be all those
members who have paid at least 25% of their annual levies as at September 30th .. Traditionally we allow a settlement discount of 5% if the annual levy is settled by October 31st. Therefore MIGS for this vote will be as at October 31st (minimum of
25% of annual levy paid). We believe the proposal is a win-win for the Reserve, and all its members will benefit from the
deal. I would like to thank the CAPs (and their reps) and the committee for the constructive manner in which these negotiations were held.
We have agreed the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

In addition to their standard CAP fees, the CAPS will pay the Reserve R10 per person per night (pppn) for each of their
lodge’s guests.
There will be a minimum monthly payment due equal to 35% occupancy of their issued beds, for lodges whose CAP
license and infrastructure have been issued / completed for longer than 3 years.
A minimum payment equal to 22,5% occupancy of their issued beds for those in the 2-3 years category.
A minimum payment equal to 12,5% occupancy of their issued beds for those in the 1-2 years category.
A minimum payment equal to 5% occupancy of their issued beds for those in the 0-1 year category.
After gate conservation fees for visitors are implemented (after road deregistration) the fee structure will be reviewed and updated by the Committee and CAPs representatives, to assure a sustainable long-term model is in place.

Therefore, the Reserve will be paid R10 pppn for all guests visiting their lodge, or a minimum amount based on these categories if the CAPs occupancy does not exceed the minimum percentage stated above. This model will generate a minimum of
R171 000 for the Reserve in a 12-month period. If the actual occupancy rate exceeds the minimums, then this amount could
be even greater. In terms of the AGM a new proposal was to be negotiated with the CAPs and presented to the members for
an e-vote. This has been done and the e-vote will follow shortly. If the proposal is not accepted by the MIGS in the e-vote
(51%) then this will stand down until the next AGM and no additional income will be generated in this financial year.
Infrastructure: The approved repairs of sections of the tar roads is almost complete. We are currently busy with the last approved section of the 1,5kms we budgeted for. We will attempt to get the majority of the holes repaired in the sections that
we are not resurfacing. It is my opinion that this project has turned out that well, we should consider doing the remaining
sections in the near future. Another big thanks to Gerrie and the maintenance team for doing a great job. The truck has also
helped immensely with the project. It was good buy!
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Ecological: The “Working for water” team has not yet begun with the planned rehabilitation of the grazing areas as
the department is still approving the funding for the current cycle. I expect them to begin in late November or early December.

Road / Gate: Great news!!! The high court has ruled in our favour and we now have permission to move the gate
and remove the corridor fences! A court order has been issued to RAL forcing them to issue the required permits for us
to move the gate to the new location. The judge also ordered RAL to pay all the costs for the urgent application we
brought. I would like to extend a huge thank you to Mr JC Kriek (VZLR Attorneys) from 117 who has assisted me from the
very beginning of this saga and will stick with us until the end of part two!

Protected Area: The ruling on the gate has now paved the way for the follow up meeting with LEDET. I am
awaiting 2 new title deed numbers for the updated agreement that the MEC will sign. Greg Martindale (consultant) will
be accompanying us to the LEDET meeting in latter part of November. As mentioned in last months issue, we will be
pushing for the MEC to sign our agreement, the gazetting may still take a month or two after signing but his signature is
what we need first. With phase 1 being declared last month Balule will continue to keep the pressure on to ensure all
the next phases get declared.

Balule: I have included my Balule census report as a separate attachment to the newsletter. We dehorned another 2
white rhino during the last month, and no rhino losses have been recorded. To date we have dehorned 49 white rhino
and 18 black rhino (67 in total) since April of this year. More buffalo have moved onto Balule from the east and the increase in numbers is encouraging to see. We recently had 3 cheetah arrive in the east of Balule. There are now 3 separate packs of wild dogs on Balule, and another small pack that has taken up residence on the western side of the R40
near Hoedspruit. Attempts to catch and relocate them have not been successful thus far. We were able to successfully
remove snares from 2 elephants and one lion during the last month.

In closing I would like to pass on our condolences to Mrs Charmaine van Staaden and family for the sudden and tragic
loss of Natie. We wish them strength during this difficult time and he will be sadly missed by many.
Until next time.
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Grietjie Vice Chairman’s Report
Dino Seccareccia
October 2019
It has been an…..ummmm…..“exciting” month: Load shedding returned on the hottest week of the season (so far); elephants
have hammered anything with a green leaf on it (as well as a few gates and fences); the weather Apps on our phones kept
promising rain (which never came); and yes, our friends at the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality raised our monthly rates by astronomical percentages (see more on that below).

Through it all, though, there have been bright spots as well: We continue to have great animal sightings (and most seem to
be in good pretty condition for this time of year); the hotter weather has increased the flow of G&T’s (and the associated
good times with friends); there was some sort of rugby game that I heard mention of (CHAMPS!); and the Grietjie Committee
has made progress on some key initiatives (really!).
The Grietjie Annual Plan of Operations (APO) Dashboard:
In last month’s Newsletter, I shared with you a diagram that shows the “big picture” view of the GPNR 2019-20 Priorities &
Key Performance Areas (KPAs).
I also promised that by this month I would begin to provide a monthly metric or dashboard that summarize the status of actions associated with each of these priorities and KPAs in slightly more detail. Though the Municipality Rates issue unexpectedly diverted much of my attention over the last few weeks, I have created the DRAFT dashboard below, which is based on
the Grietjie Annual Plan of Operation (APO) and the Balule Management Plan.
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Note that the dashboard above is currently in “DRAFT” and therefore does not show the status of each line item. The
Committee will meet soon to hopefully finalize the APO, so next month we will remove the “DRAFT” and add a notation
to each line showing either “Complete”, “On Target”, “Delayed” or “Will Not Meet”. Note that this dashboard may
change and evolve in future months, and your input to make it more useful or clear is welcome. Also, please understand
that this is still a very high-level (non-detailed) view of our KPA’s and Actions. That is, there is much greater detail behind each line item and the Committee will track and provide updates with relevant details throughout the year.
Ba-Phalaborwa Municipal Rates Update:
As you should already be aware from multiple emails and WhatsApp messages sent to you from the Committee since
the 3rd week of October, there has recently been a drastic, two-part increase in the rates charged to Grietjie properties
by the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality. The first increase was in August due to recent re-valuations of the Grietjie properties. The second increase was issued in September, because the Municipality quietly passed a resolution to charge all
farms in the Phalaborwa district using commercial rates. Between the two increases, we are aware of new monthly
amounts charged to landowners on the Reserve that have increased by as much as 3600%......or 36X.
In the email you received from GrietjieComms in late-October, I informed you that the Committee was taking the following steps on behalf of Grietjie:
1.
Give a letter to the Ba-Phalaborwa Municipal Manager objecting to the September rate increase (the one based
on commercial rates) and requesting a meeting to discuss a way forward.
2.
Formally object (via our Attorneys) to the September rate increase (the one based on commercial rates).
3.
Negotiate how the rates that will be applicable once we are declared a Protected Area (PA). Our strategy will be
to push the Municipality to:

apply the rates to only the percentage of the overall Grietjie footprint (m2) where there is actual, developed use
(houses, staff quarters, decks, pools, other buildings, etc.);

apply Special Nature Reserve rates (0%) for the remaining (much larger) percentage of the overall Grietjie footprint.

UPDATE:
We wrote a strongly worded letter (thanks Hans Schmid for the initial draft with the critical historical perspective) as per
number 1 above and I hand-delivered it to the Municipal Manager at the end of October. At the same time, our attorneys submitted a request for a copy of the resolution passed by the council, as due process was not followed, as per
number 2 above.
This “1-2-Punch” appears to have been effective. Although we are still waiting for an official response from the Municipal Manager, it seems that the latest (31 October 2019) statements from the Municipality have returned the rates to
the August amounts (the rates after re-valuation, but before change to commercial). In other words (based on a small
sample of Grietjie owners) the 31 October 2019 statements seem to be back to correctly charging us agricultural rates.
In addition, the October statements have included a credit to cover the excess-charge from the previous month!
This is obviously positive news, but we will continue to request some type of written confirmation from the Municipality
that they have rescinded their resolution and now accept the fact that we should not be charged commercial rates. We
will also continue to push for a meeting with them to negotiate how the rates are applied after our PA declaration, as
per number 3 above.
Therefore, we still need all Grietjie owners to send the following to grietjiecomms@gmail.com ASAP:



Total square meters of developed footprint (houses, staff quarters, decks, pools, other buildings, etc. on your
Portion. We only need the total amount of land covered by these structures (do not double count if there are
two floors directly over each other, etc.).
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Also, we strongly encourage all owners to review your Municipality statements for the last few months. You should
see: 1) the first increase in August (due to re-valuation); 2) a second increase in September (due to change to commercial rates); and 3) hopefully, a decrease in October (back to the August amount, due to return to agricultural rates) as
well as a credit to refund the September increase.
We will continue to keep everyone updated on progress.
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Grietjie Conservation Matters
Freek Venter
October 2019
Rare plants in our area
During the past summer I found a beautiful little shrub on my property called the Blue Shieldfruit or Blouskildvrug (Triaspis
glaucophylla). It is a South African endemic which occurs in Limpopo, Mpumalanga and North West provinces, often on rock
outcrops, according to Schmidt et al, p260. The South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) distribution map below shows it
occurring further west, but Guin Zambatis, the curator of the Skukuza Museum, also found it for the first time in the Olifants
Camp area of the Kruger Park. So when the rains come (and unfortunately the prospects look bleak according to the recent
predictions) keep a lookout for this beautiful plant in our area. I will be very interested to know if it also occurs on other
properties.
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I am very blessed to be still involved in Kruger National Park! I am assisting Ted Woods and Johna Turner with a registered
project called “Keys for Kruger Trees”. The project will culminate in a book of about 430 trees with each specie’s intricate
features illustrated with high-quality photos. One of the very interesting plants that should occur in our area but which I
have not yet seen is called the Paper-barked Woody Euphorbia or Papierbasmelkbos (Euphorbia guerichiana). It was collected just south of Mopane Rest Camp in KNP and in Klaserie PNR (Schmidt et al page 282). It is a shrub or small tree up to
6m high, with milky latex similar to Tamboti and slightly prominent scars at the nodes. Have you seen this plant on Grietjie?
If so, we would really like to locate it and photograph it.
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Photo: The Paper-bark Euphorbia (Euphorbia guerichiana) by Luise Hoffmann (The Namibian).

A potential threat to our trees
I am sure everyone has heard of the Polyphagous Shot Hole Borer (Euwallacea fornicatus). Native to Southeast Asia, this
beetle has a symbiotic relationship with the fungus (Fusarium euwallaceae) which serves as a food source for the adults and
their larvae. The borer is spreading across South Africa and killing trees on a grand scale. 21 tree species have been identified as “Reproductive Hosts” within South Africa and evidence of PSHB has been found in 151 trees species within South
Africa. Many of these are exotic trees.
Host trees can be defined as either Reproductive Host Trees or Non-Reproductive Host Trees. Reproductive host trees are
trees where the PSHB can successfully reproduce, and which eventually die due to the fungus. Non-Reproductive host trees
are attacked by the beetle, but PSHB reproduction is not successful. The fungus might or might not cause disease and eventually kill these trees.
None of the species listed below occur in our area but may be planted in gardens. Any suspect developments in any trees in
our area should be reported to the committee so that if this little borer enter our area we can timeously take action.

*** Please see attached to the email information relating to the above mentioned borer ***
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REPRODUCTIVE HOST – Indigenous Trees
Fever (Acacia zanthophloea)
Flat crown (Albizia adianthifolia)
Coast coral (Erythrina caffra)
Common coral (Erythrina lysistemon)
Natal fig (Ficus natalensis)
Wild plum (Harpephyllum caffrum)
Pigeonwood (Trema orientalis)
Paper bark thorn (Vachellia sieberiana var. woodi)
Wild frangipani (Voacanga thouarsii)

References
Ernst Schmidt, Mervyn Lotter, Warren McCleland (2002). Trees and Shrubs of Mpumalanga and Kruger National Park. Jacana Media.
https://polyphagous-shot-hole-borer.co.za/the-problem/
https://polyphagous-shot-hole-borer.co.za/how-to-identify/

Luise Hoffmann (2017). The Paper-bark Euphorbia (Euphorbia guerichiana). The Namibian, News – Environment
Page no: 9
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RESERVE MANAGERS REPORT
Gerrie v Zyl
October 2019
1) SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL.


No cases of burglary reported

2) GAME MANAGEMENT.
- Animals conditions are going down especially some of the young Impalas
- Lots of Elephant sightings especially breeding herds.
- Elephant impact increasing because of the dry weather.
- Buffalos are more frequent visitors.
- I notice that Kudu feeding on the Queen of the night because of the draught.

- Good Lion sightings around Grietjie berg.
- Lions Killed a Kudu on N`Kaya road.
- Leopard kill at No 71.

3) VEGETATION.
- Grass cover still good away from river on Grietjie.
- Good grass cover on Doreen and Paul.

4) CLIMATE AND RAINFALL.
- 3mm rain for October 2019.

5) R0ADS


Repairs and resurfacing of our tar roads continue, please be patient.

6) OTHER MATTERS.


I am sure some of you notice that the building on 126 is no longer there, demolished and removed, thank you to Ian
Black, his staff and Grietjie staff.

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.
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The circle and cycle of life and friendship…
Annelise du Plessis
October 2019
Dear Grietjies,
A few weeks ago we have all seen a photo on “Grietjie Chat” that was posted by Blackie de Swardt. The photo showed Blackie and Linda’s final exit from Grietjie after living here for 33 years.
Looking at that photo, there were two issues that were paramounting my mind, namely:
1.

The inevitable circles and cycles of life, and

2.

The value and worth and privilege of a solid friendship.

In the recent past Oom Kosie and I also had to say goodbye to a few dear friends, that we had here on Grietjie. Firstly, Hennie and Ursula Naude who stayed on portion #1, relocated to Polokwane. Following them shortly afterwards was Nellie
Vosloo, previously living on portion #125. Nellie moved to the wildlife estate in Hoedspruit.
A few weeks ago Blackie and Linda de Swardt left Grietjie to explore a new future in Mookgopong. And then the sudden, and
devastating news of the passing of Natie v Staaden, our neighbours on portion #73 and #68.
Hennie, Ursula, Nellie and Oom Kosie and I had a wonderful relationship. At least once a month we came together for a
lovely braai, and then we shared memories of days gone by. We were all in the same age group and we experienced life in
the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s and onwards. We could share memories about the era when we listened to the music of Elvis Presley
and The Beetles, and the Rolling Stones! Those days we played their records on a portable record player, powered by a PM9
battery!
Each of us had beautiful memories of Saturday evenings in the “Drive-In” and afterwards popping into the “The Road House”
for a bubble gum milkshake.

“Those were the days my friend, we thought they’d never end…!!”
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Having said that, I must point out that all of us still have contact with one another, and we still care for each other, and that
special place in our hearts for our friends are still there, and it will never cease to exists..
And as the cosmic cycle of time and life moves on, we all have met new people, and new bonds and friendships are being
forged. In my mind, friendship is undoubtedly one of the strongest human experiences. Personally I think that our journey on
earth has the purpose to achieve certain milestones. We are here to learn a lot of things, and we are here to love and appreciate each other and we are also here to be loved by others.
We should remember that every step that we take each day leaves a footprint on the invisible map of our presence on this
planet called Earth. And what we do or neglect to do, good or bad, leaves a ripple effect that will echo through the realms of
time. So we should strive to leave our special “essence” so that, when our friends and others look back on our journey, they
must feel the desire to embrace our legacy. In the same way, we should go about in protecting and respecting and appreciating nature and our immediate surroundings. And then once more, we will endorse our profound love and appreciation for
this beautiful place that we call “home”, namely Grietjie.
In conclusion, I want to share this beautiful poem with you, written by an anonymous poet;

Friendship
I wanted to thank you
but was unable to explain
what it means to have a friend
to share life’s joys and life’s pain
It’s good to know our friendship
Is one of endless devotion
forged out of respect

and every kind of emotion
It’s patient and forgiving
never failing or forsaking
When a hand is outstretched
or one’s heart is breaking
It does my heart good
at the end of the day
to know that you will never
be more than an email away
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And, seeing that the Festive Season is only a few weeks away, I am sharing a recipe for a lovely starter with you, to spoil
your family and friends;

Fried camembert cheese with Raspberry sauce
Ingredients:

2 x 125g Camembert chees
1 Egg

200ml Dry bread crumbs
Oil for deep frying

For the sauce:

250ml Raspberry jam
20ml White wine vinegar

Method:


Place camembert chees in deep freeze for +- 6 hrs



Cut into +- 8 wedges each



Beat the egg, and cover cheese wedges with egg



Place bread crumbs in a shallow dish



Cover cheese wedges with bread crumbs, take care to cover all the sides of the wedges properly



Deep fry wedges quickly, until just golden brown



Place on kitchen paper towel to absorb oil



Microwave jam & vinegar until hot



Dish a few spoons of jam mix into a side-plate and gently place cheese wedges in sauce

Serve Immediately!
Bon Appetit…!

With warm Grietjie regards,
Annelise du Plessis #69

*****
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Grietjie Rainfall and Temperatures
Ian Owtram
October 2019
After a prolonged absence of data I am happy to say that I can try and reproduce these charts on a regular basis again for the
newsletter.
After we moved to Hoedspruit two years ago I stopped recording my daily readings and as such the charts became a nonstarter. We have now put in place a thermometer at the gate and the gate guards are recording the temperatures and rainfall on a daily basis.
As you study the charts you will see the data therefore for the last two years is not there and this will have a short term impact on the averages but over time these will sort themselves out again and become more meaningful.
The rains this year are as you are fully aware, very late and the bush is looking desperately dry, although there have been a
couple of days recently with some light drizzle. The trees are starting to bud but the grass has not yet pushing through and
the animals are starting to feel the effects of another prolonged winter period. I have attached an excerpt from the South
African Weather services detailing their predictions for the coming season and it doesn’t make for happy reading I am afraid.
I think we need to brace ourselves for yet another year of drought conditions.
There have been many communications going around on social media recently too about the state of the Olifant’s River and
warnings about the very real possibility of it drying up in some places.
One thing is for sure, we can’t change the weather and we can only live with what we are given. We can however adapt our
lifestyles and try to conserve what we have and use our water wisely.

** Please find attached to the e-mail with reference to the above article;


The Rainfall & Temperature Graphs for GPNR; and



The Seasonal Climate Watch letter dated November 2019
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WAYNE’S WORLD….
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