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Please note the Annual Chairman’s Report will be
circulated directly before the Annual General
Meeting.
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Vice – Chairman’s Report
By Dino Seccareccia

The upcoming AGM on 22 August 2020 will be the
first AGM to include the use of an online meeting
platform to conduct the meeting. This online tool will
also record votes related to proposals, constitutional
amendments, the next Committee and our budget.
The AGM will also be our opportunity to ask
questions and discuss the issues that are important
to the Grietjie community. This will lay the foundation
for the next committee’s goals and priorities over the
next 12 months.
As South Africa and the rest of the world (hopefully)
get more and more control over COVID-19, I am
optimistic that we will again see progress in those
goals and priorities from this past year which
experienced a state of limbo.
Overall, though, as we look at the state of our Annual
Plan of Operations (APO) for Grietjie, we are pleased
that a great deal of progress was in fact made, in
spite of the unexpected challenges of the last year.
The Committee is ending this term having completed
18 of the 29 specific actions on the APO. The
remaining ones, most of which were delayed due to
COVID-19 issues, will continue into the next year,
until completed.

Here are a few of this month’s highlights:
➢ Protected Area Declaration:
Final gazetting of properties 113-126 is in
progress. The Notarial Deed agreement is
being drafted for discussion at the upcoming
AGM.
➢ Entry Road Deregistration:
RAL did not comply with their end of the
agreement, therefore the matter is now on the
court roll and will be ruled on shortly.

➢ Municipal Rates:
Three options on how to proceed were sent to
owners for an e-Vote on 2 August 2020. The
result of the e-Vote was a clear preference for
the "Passive" option (Option B), as the
majority of owners preferred to minimize risk
of Grietjie losing our low "agricultural"
rates.....so the Committee will not approach
the municipality to negotiate post-PA rates. If
the municipality raises the question of rates in
the future, this can be addressed at that point.

Below is the current APO dashboard:

The Grietjie APO Dashboard
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Management Goal
Plants

New alien plant risk management.
Birds

Control Indian Myna Bird population.

Beetles

Shothole Borer Beetle prevention.

Firewood

Promote safe, sustainable firewood.

Trespassers

New gate access system.
Perimeter control procedures.

Crime & Poaching

Partner and leverage police liaisons and intelligence networks.

Reserve Standards
Soil, Water & Erosion

Enforce all norms, standards, constitutional requirements and standards.
Rehabilitate soil areas through brush packing.
Repair and improve Zebra Lane.
Minimize light pollution.

Human-Caused Ecological
Footprint

Eliminate obsolete manmade structures.
Move gate to location near R40 and remove corridor fence from R40 to the reserve.
Funding
Artificial Water Sources
Education

Implement conservation fees for visitors.
Minimize habitat destruction associated with artificial water sources.
Provide education and tools to improve eco-consciousness and eco-friendliness of tourism activities.

Conformance

Confirm CAPs conformance to requirements and expectations.

Usage

Provide information and resources on water challenges and ways to reduce excess usage.

River Water Quality

Assessment and action plan.

Safety and Security Staff

Skills improvement.
Fair, performance-based recognition, rewards and advancement.
Assessment and action plan.

Community Impacts &
Benefits
Municipality Rates
Roads, Gate/Staff Complexes
and the Entry Corridor.

Address and manage the Municipality Rates increase affecting Grietjie Landowners with the Ba-Phalaborwa
Municipal Manager.
Tar/slurry road upgrades.
Dirt/gravel road maintenance.
Maintain and improve gate/staff complexes.
Maintain the entry corridor to the reserve.

CAPs Fee Structure

Keep well and safe!

Dino.
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Queen of the Night and Prickly Pear management.

Negotiate a fair CAPs fee structure between the Committee and CAPs.
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Reserve Manager’s Report
By Gerrie van Zyl

1. Security & Access Control:
➢
➢
➢
➢

New temporary gate functional since March 2020.
No burglaries reported for the year.
Cable thief’s entered Paul towards Foskor.
Locals caught stealing fire wood on Paul. (Buffer zone not GDP) – Good job Johan and Jan.

2. Game Management:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Animals in good condition for this time of year.
Lots of Impala lambs this season.
Good sightings of Zebra, Kudu, Giraffe, Wildebeest, and Elephants.
Giraffe bull electrocuted by Eskom powerline.
Had to put down Impala and Warthog with snares.
Baboons became a problem at houses, please make sure your house is secured if you are not
there.
Kudu bull killed by train on Paul.
Lioness darted and collar removed on Doreen. (Thanks Ian)
Buffalo bull darted to attend to his hind leg. (Thanks Ian)

3. Vegetation:
➢
➢
➢

Was a good year, vegetation was green and lush during the rainy season.
Most trees and grass turned yellow during the winter months.
Continuous treatment of prickly pears and other alien plants.

4. Climate & Rainfall:
➢
➢

550mm rain for the season.
Summer was hot and humid with lower than average winter temperatures.

5. Roads:
➢
➢

We have filled potholes and done 1,355km of double layer emulsion reseal on the tar roads. I
want to thank the staff for a good job done in extremely hot summer conditions.
Grade roads after rain.

6. Other Matters:
➢
➢
➢
➢

Fence removed on both sides of the Morelag corridor.
Grietjie bought a 3t truck from one of the owners which is very helpful.
Graded our boundary fence line to create fire breaks and for security reasons.
By now everybody knows about the fire on Grietjie. It took us all by surprise and I want to thank
everybody that jumped in there and helped to kill the fires, even our neighbors came to our
rescue. We have learned a lot out of this situation, and we have to prepare ourselves better with
better equipment for future fires. The most effective methods in the end was back burns and
blowers to kill the fires. Our bakkie sakkie is in for repairs and upgrades thanks to Gert Harmse. At
about 10o’clock that night Ian Nowak, JB Gobert, Bjorn, Loek, Mike Joseph, Phillip Lowe from
Rob5, Johan Grobler, Jan, Joe Pearson from ONGR and our staff to name a few was still there to
monitor the fire. Forgive me if I did not mention your name. Once again Thank You to all involved.

Thank you for your support.

Conservation Matters
By Dr Freek Venter

Thank you
A recent guestimate is that about 98% of people using the entrance road stick to the speed limit and about 75% go
even slower. This makes a huge difference in terms of dust, noise pollution and road kills of small animals. It is really
very much appreciated and is a reflection of the quality of people that we have on Grietjie, and their respect for small
critters and fellow bush lovers.
Veld Fire history and management

In the Bulletin after the recent fire on Grietjie I undertook to expand somewhat on the issue of veld fires. The history
of fire activity globally as well as locally is a fascinating story. Many studies confirmed that fire has been around for a
long time and played a major role in shaping the savanna and other biomes. Since Homo sapiens appeared on the
scene he turned out to be quite a pyromaniac, adding significantly to the fire activity.
In 2009 David Bowman and 21 co-authors published a massive study called Fire in the Earth System in the journal
Science. Their findings are summarized in Fig 1 below. It illustrates the complex connection between atmospheric,
climatic, vegetative and human factors for as far back as they could go. As far as human influence is concerned the
record shows clear links between fire regimes and human arrivals, land-use changes and attempts to fire suppression.

One aspect that is quite interesting about these international studies, is that modern humans seem to have developed
an aversion for veld/bush fires and have become fairly successful in suppressing them - up to a point. The massive
and very destructive bush fires that occurred recently in the western USA and Australia are generally ascribed to
overprotection.
Marlon et al (2012) have worked out the so-called “fire deficit” for the western USA that has built up over the past few
decades, and warn that if more frequent, cool, controlled fires are not implemented in the way it used to be done by
First Nations people, increased occurrences of catastrophic fires are inevitable. For example, regarding the
catastrophic fires in Australia the past year so, see https://ensia.com/features/indigenous-knowledge-wildfiresaustralia/, especially the video at the end.
Kruger NP has switched to a patch-mosaic burning system without firebreaks in 2002, basically imitating the way in
which indigenous people used to and still burn large parts of Africa every year.

There are several international programs that monitor fire activity on a global scale (from Fang et al 2020).

Closer to home, Izak Smit and others from Kruger did an equally excellent job of studying fire history in our area (see
Fig. 2 below as well as the map that indicates the number of fires that occurred over 65 years, both from Smit (2013)).
Below is a summary of some of the key findings of the study (Smit 2013):
•

There has been no directional long-term trend in total area burnt per year in the park since 1941. Even
though climate change may be happening, there may be more ignition sources now than in the 1940s due to
increased visitors to the park and higher densities of people living on the boundaries of KNP, as well as some
other factors, there is neither an upward nor a downward trend in the total area burnt per year. In this period
six different fire management policies (including the closure of many firebreaks in recent years) have been in
effect. However, it is clear that the total area burning each year varies significantly between years, largely
following the cyclical rainfall patterns.

•

Management seems to have minimal control in terms of when and where it burns – the implicit natural
variation in rainfall, geology and landscape position drive these variable spatio-temporal fire patterns.
Management most likely have more control on what time of year it burns and under what weather conditions,
and hence, fire intensity. Basically, management can either put in a controlled burn or fight a wild fire!

•

Even though KNP has for many years ascribed to a 3-year rotational burning regime, a heterogeneous
burning history emerged – this range from areas that have burned 31 times in 67 years (almost every second
year) to areas that have never burned (see map below).

•

The basalts burn more frequently than the granites, the areas with higher average rainfall burn more
frequently than the areas with lower rainfall, and the areas further from perennial rivers burn more
frequently than areas closer to rivers.

•

One of the most surprising results of the study was that there exists a very clear and consistent fire
gradient radiating away from rivers, with fire frequency gradually increasing up to about 15-20km from
perennial rivers after which it levels off. It is well known that riparian areas often don’t burn, but this was
the first study where it was found that rivers had a pronounced effect on landscape-scale fire patterns (up to
20km from the rivers). This is probably due to a combination of factors, including (i) the rivers acting as natural
firebreaks, and, (ii) the fact that there is less herbaceous biomass closer to rivers (partly due to a grazing
gradient, and partly due to more incised areas with shallower soils and Aristida and Enneapogon type grasses).

Figure 2. Area burnt and rainfall between 1941 and 2006 across the entire Kruger National Park, indicating the
limited influence of management on the total area burnt, and the strong link to rainfall.

Implications for Grietjie
❖ We are situated in a land type where fire doesn’t occur frequently. This is mainly because we are close to the
river with a relatively high grazing pressure. Furthermore, most Grietjie land is incised and soils are shallow
and gravelly, causing the grass sward to be mainly thin and erect with limited combustible material (mainly
Aristida congesta and Enneapogon cencroides grass species).
❖ But, as we have seen recently, veld fires can and will happen if conditions are favorable. And although fires
are good for savanna ecosystems, they can cause injury to humans and damage to infrastructure. For this
reason, the committee has a plan to manage this.
❖ The plan consists of two parts:
o Being vigilant and organized in terms of protecting lives and infrastructure in case of a runaway fire;
o During future high rainfall years, to have a patch burning program and put in patch burns to reduce fuel
load, because managers can either cause controlled fires or fight blazing wild fires!
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FUN FACTS!
African Elephant (Loxodonta) - Trunk
(Ref; – BEAT ABOUT THE BUSH – Mammals By: Trevor Carnaby)

The elephant’s trunk has long, sensory hairs and is
surprisingly sensitive, especially towards the tip…
The elephant is the only vertebrate animal (those
with an internal skeleton) to have helical hands of
muscle, similar to an octopus’ tentacles. They wind
around the trunk that is also made up of
longitudinal and radial muscles, enabling this
dexterous tool to expand, contract and rotate in
myriad ways.

* * *

DiD YoU kNoW…???
Animal Eggs;
❖ Bird eggs are “amniotic”, which means they
have a hard shell and porous membranes
that allow for oxygen and carbon dioxide
exchange – Ref; The Book of Eggs.

❖ Bird eggshells are made from the same
material as seashells and pearls.

❖ The average chicken egg is only about 4-5%
the size of an average ostrich egg. An
ostrich egg is the biggest egg found on land.

❖ Shark eggs don’t look like eggs at all. They
are usually shaped into a strange pouch
called a mermaid’s purse.

WAYNE’S WORLD

By now I think that most of you have noticed that I have a new logo in the bottom right corner of all my
images. A few have asked what the logo is about and I never really answered in full. Well, the time has
come to make it known.
This has been in my plans for some time now, a long process and a roller coaster ride of emotions and
ideas. I have now bitten the bullet and I have ordered a high-end canvas printer. Unfortunately, it is a brandnew model that has not landed in SA yet, leaving me with a lead time of between six and eight weeks. But
the deal that the suppliers have offered me makes the wait worth it.
I will be setting up my operation at home on Grietjie. My plan is to have two legs to the business, the one is
to print my own images and market them to lodges and tourists in the area. The other leg is to do custom
printing of customers own images. Once I am up and running, I will offer residents of Grietjie special rates
on canvas printing. Prices will be finalized once I have the printer and consumables. If possible, can you
please let me know if you would be interested in my services.
I would like to try and gauge what type and size market I could possibly be dealing with.

CLASSIFIEDS:

COETZEE & VAN DER MERWE

SH’ZEN

Prokureurs / Aktevervaardigers / Boedelbereddaraars
Attorneys / Conveyancers / Estate Adminstrators

There is so much love
A more beautiful you, naturally!

Tel: 15 781 1356/6/7
Fax 015 781 1141
Address:
4 Tovanco Building
Palm Ave, Phalaborwa

Tel: 015 793 1113/4
Fax: 015 793 1440
Address:

Email:
deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za
lit@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za

Email:
hoedspruit@costzeevdmerwe.co.za

166 Moose Rd, Hoedspruit

Please contact me should you wish to be added
onto our mailing list to view our weekly /
monthly specials.
Consultant: Odette Dart
Cell Nr: 0824500971
Email: dartodette@gmail.com

Glass Monkey Beads
Handmade Murano Glass Beads
Glass Bead Jewelry
Bead Making Workshops
Aruna Mohan
glassmonkeybeads@cloud.com
Facebook: Glass Monkey Beads
+27 (0) 79 38 64 325

Penga Ndlovu Customs
-

Are you getting tired of your blunt knives?
Does your cutting edge need an upgrade?

Bring them to Penga Ndlovu Customs to have
them sharpened to a razors edge.
Lifelong guarantee on all your handmade
unless stated otherwise
071 903 3270 – Portion 77

VIRTUAL MUTSAMI
Professional Web Development
We build MOBILE FRIENDLY web &
applications & E-COMMERCE STORES using
WORDPRESS.

Getting I.T. Done!!!
Contact: Tyler +27 (0) 714 0966
Email: tyler@tytytech.co.za

Contact Tracey 082 424 7527
Email: tracey@mutsami.co.za

For all your canvas printing needs.
Contact: Wayne Calitz on 082 447 2331
Email: wayne.sprocky@gmail.com

