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by Ian Nowak               May 2020 

 

Bush greetings from Grietjie! I hope that you 
are all safe and healthy during this challenging 
time. Lovely “cold” spell in the area at the 
moment. I am enjoying this short break from 
the heat!  

COVID - 19: Level 3 still in progress and the 
letter we sent out is still applicable. We await 
the news on possibly moving to level 2. We will 
send out a letter once we have confirmation. 

Finances: The committee met a couple of 
weeks ago and the next financial year was 
discussed in detail. June 30th is the end of the 
current financial year and we discussed the 
various scenarios and implications for the 
coming year. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GrietjiePrivateNatureReserve/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARCQMhRHGIV98taE3ok_n47MlopWp6U4fMHg6TBNtbWOy6yFh1CcI49GhS4nyHNLoqwtq14cKDP9j5jS


 

 

I have attached a separate letter to this newsletter dealing specifically with the budget for next year. After 
the financial year end, we will have the financial statements prepared and present a proposed budget for 
next year based on those and the current situation. 

I urge all members to settle any outstanding amounts before the 30th of June to be eligible to vote at the 
AGM. If you are unable to do so please contact the treasurer Mrs. Arti Sutcliffe (gnrtreasurer@gmail.com) 
to make a suitable arrangement. Properties bound by the signed protected area documents have a legal 
obligation as set out in the constitution and resolutions signed in this regard.  

Protected Area: No change in this item because I cannot see LEDET until level 2 of lockdown. That 

department is also not replying to emails yet.  

Municipal Rates: We are ready to proceed with the e-vote on which approach is preferred by the members. 
The final members in good standing (MIGS) for the AGM is as at the financial year end at the end of June. 
We will commence with the e-vote shortly after so the MIGS on the e-vote will be the same as those voting 
at the AGM.  

AGM: We will keep an eye on developments regarding the various stages of lockdown that we may have at 
the time of the AGM. We may have to use Zoom or a similar platform, or a combination of some sort. We 
will communicate more on this in the coming month.  

Balule: The elephant that was treated for the snare last month is recovering well. He has been seen on 
numerous occasions in both Olifants North and Olifants West regions of Balule. He is now able to put his 
full weight on the leg and walk normally. The wound needs to “close” more but that should happen in time. 

A buffalo was also treated for a snare wound shortly after the elephant. He has also made a fantastic 
recovery. In both cases the open wound was treated by the Vet with raw honey. Honey has natural anti-
biotic properties and it was remarkable to see the recoveries of these 2 animals. 

I attended and assisted with 2 dehorning operations on Klaserie Private Nature Reserve during the last 
month. The crew from the television program 50/50 were there doing a story on the combined dehorning 
operation in the open system. We dehorned a bull and a cow white rhino. The cow had a young calf and I 

was fortunate to have a rather special encounter with the young guy! 

Balule has a healthy black rhino population due to the Black Rhino Range Expansion Program (BREPP) 
started some 10 years ago. Our population performance has been above the country standard and we are 
lucky enough to have 2 brand new calves on the Reserve. I have included a picture of one of them. 

I would like to thank those that have donated to the Balule Trust to assist with the costs of these animal 

interventions, and wildlife security/management issues 
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Black rhino calf  
Photo S Haussmann 

 

 
White rhino  

Klaserie 
 

 

Same elephant 3 weeks later  

Buffalo treated 

 

Buffalo – 2 weeks later 
 

 

 

I wish everyone and your families good health during this time. Please be safe! 

Until next time. 

 



 

Grietjie Vice-Chairman’s Report                         May 2020 

By Dino Seccareccia 

2020 just keeps getting crazier around the world…..in so many ways:  COVID-19 cases up and down; 

civil unrest; economies reopening; lockdown levels changing, etc.  All I have to say about all of it is:  

“Thank God I’m here on Grietjie!”  With all the “bad news” that has been flooding the internet, I had to 

remind myself that there are still many things to be very happy about…..at least for those of us 

fortunate enough to be here. 

  

It has been almost 2 years since I moved to South Africa to live on Grietjie.  In that time, and without 

even stepping out of my house or off my deck, I have regularly seen animals that, for me, had only 

been images in National Geographic magazine (or on television) through most of my life.  Yeah…..this 

place is pretty damn awesome! 

  

Life during lockdown…..speaking strictly from my perspective…..has really not been all that bad.  Sure 

I miss the braais with my Grietjie friends; the monthly “Bush Happy Hour” sundowners at the picnic 

spot; and being able to shake hands without guilt….but I can deal with these inconveniences for now.  

And things are slowly opening up as government restrictions have begun to ease.  I am now happy to 

be able to do some game drives again.  I am happy to be able to re-stock my home bar again.  And I 

am happy to drive into town again, without wondering if I am going to have to explain myself at the 

four-way.  I also absolutely love this time of year with the mild weather and the break from the insects. 

  

However, as I mentioned in my update last month, COVID-19 has negatively impacted progress on 

many of the actions in our Annual Plan of Operations (APO) due to reduced staff, shut-down 

government offices, newly emerging priorities, etc.  Hopefully, some of these activities will begin to 

pick up as things get at least a little more “normal”, but there is not much to report on once again this 

month.  With that said, here are a couple relevant updates from this month’s dashboard: 

  

• Invasive & Alien Species and Biodiversity:  The Grietjie Ecosystem Restoration Plan was 

circulated to MIGs for input and comments. No comments were received and so the plan will now be 

finalized and begin to be implemented. 

 

• Gate Access System:  The equipment is very stable at the new gate location. The tests conducted 

on the response system element (which delayed this action a bit) are showing positive results and this 

action/project should be closed shortly. 

• Rehabilitating Priority Damaged Soil Areas:  Though the government approved the financials to 

support this project prior to lockdown, execution has been delayed and is potentially at risk due to 

COVID-19 disruption. 



 

 
 

  



 

 

 THE WONDERS BENEATH OUR FEET 
By Freek Venter, May 2020 

During hard lockdown our son and his family as well as his brother-in-law and his family 

stayed with us for 5 weeks. It was a good opportunity for them city folk to reconnect with 

nature. I took it upon myself to take the children (including our 9-year old granddaughter) for 

daily excursions on the 2-spoor track on our property to teach them about the bush. They 

developed a specific fondness for the old mining sites where they could climb onto old tailings 

and into open shafts to collect more samples for their “rock collections” (mainly crystals of 

quartz, feldspar and mica), which, incidentally, grew to considerable piles in our lapa by the 

end of the 5 weeks. 

 

 

  

 

A century old mining trench on Grietjie (right) and similar trenches of Mrs. Cheeky Stamp in the KNP 

(left, from “A Cameo from the Past – the Prehistory and Early History of the Kruger National Park” by U 

de V Pienaar). 

The mines were worked by hand about a century ago. The miners were mainly after mica and feldspar, 

which could be separated from the quartz in the very coarse-grained granitic rocks called pegmatites 

(Gr. pegma, thick, coarse), which is a dominant rock type on Grietjie. Several similar old mine sites 

occur in the area of Grietjie and all along the east-west trending pegmatite belt, between 4 and 8 km 

wide, passing through Mica, Grietjie and all the way to deep into the Kruger National Park (KNP). The 

undulating land flanking the Olifants River in Kruger associated with these rocks and with very shallow 

and stony soils, is called the Olifants River Rugged Veld.  

Pegmatites are particularly difficult to mine because of the sporadic and unpredictable distribution of the 

economic minerals such as mica and feldspar. Therefore, the stop-start scars of many failed small 

operations are found in many places in this pegmatite belt.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical pieces of pegmatite 

rock that occurs all over 

Grietjie. The crystals of the 

three main minerals that 

make up this rock type are: 

1 = quartz; 

2 = feldspar; 

3 = mica. 

I was amazed at how quickly 

the children learned to 

identify the different 

minerals in a pegmatite 

hand sample! 

In this hand sample of feldspar the 

sun’s reflection off the different parallel 

crystal surfaces can be seen as off-

white on the photo. Twinning occurs 

frequently in feldspars (2 crystals in 1 

sharing some of the same crystal lattice 

but with slightly different cleavage 

surfaces). This means that, with a little 

bit of practice, if you get the sun to 

reflect from a sample like this one, by 

just turning the sample slightly 

backwards and forwards or sideways, 

you will see two reflections, one after 

the other. The first time I managed to 

see this phenomenon as a student, was 

one of those wow! moments in my life. 



 

The pegmatites in our area were emplaced about 2 200 million years ago, about 200 million years before 

the massive multi-stage volcano that created the Phalaborwa Igneous Complex. Phalaborwa is known for 

its copper and phosphate mines, but a prominent feature is also the large number of beautiful syenite 

koppies (inselbergs) surrounding the main volcanic pipe. The koppies stretch deep into Kruger (e.g. 

Masorini) and all the way to Grietjie (e.g. 92, 114 and 76?).  

The fact that the pegmatite crystals are so large is usually an indication of slow cooling deep in the belly of 

the earth after emplacement and subsequent long periods for crystals to grow. I explained this to the kids 

by using the analogy of the simple experiment we did at school with a small salt crystal hanging on a 

thread in a strong salt concentration – the longer you leave it to hang the bigger the salt crystal grows. 

In the early 1920’s, along with many other fortune-seekers, Tommy Stamp and his wife Cheeky used to 

mine for mica at Madzumboleni along the Olifants River in the KNP. After the park was proclaimed in 1926 

they moved to Grietjie, “but they still used donkeys to fetch mica in secret from their mine in the park and 

transport it to Grietjie” (U de V Pienaar in his book “Cameo from the Past – the Prehistory and Early 

History of the Kruger National Park”). Presumably there is a place on Grietjie where they used to store the 

mica and plenty of it should still be lying around. If anyone knows where the Stamps stayed, or of such a 

spot, please let us know. It will definitely add an interesting historical site to Grietjie. 

After the Stamps separated, Cheeky continued to mine the KNP site illegally until the early-1930s. She 

transported the mica by donkey cart from the KNP to Mica Siding. The main and only proper road from 

Phalaborwa to Mica at that stage was the one through Grietjie which we now call Doreen/Darisandi road.  

Dolf Jacobs at the old dynamite store used by 

miners about a century ago. It is on #21 where 

Grysbok Road and Marula Drive join. Note the 

strong concrete roof. According to Dolf there was 

also a second one that got demolished at some 

stage. This remaining one should definitely be 

preserved as part of Grietjie’s rich heritage. 

Initially mica from large crystals (mostly muscovite) 

was used in heating and electrical appliances for 

insulation due to its high thermal resistance and 

low electrical conductivity. Nowadays the mica is milled and used in paints, filler in plaster boards, special 

cements, moulded electrical insulation, fire-resistant boards, concrete and tile surfacing, and many more 

applications. A small quantity is even used in cosmetics. 

Feldspar is mined on a large scale at Rob5 near our new gate. It is a common raw material used in 

glassmaking, ceramics, and to some extent as a filler and extender in paint, plastics, and rubber.  

The hard lockdown may have been a very taxing period for all of us, but hopefully these kids will 

remember something about Grietjie for the rest of their days. Likewise, it gave us as adults the opportunity 

to focus sharper on the most fantastic creation around us, and to reflect on the real values of life. It forced 

us to rediscover the whole package that is Grietjie, from the wonders beneath our feet to the trees, 

animals, sunsets and wonderful people. 

 
 
 



 

RESERVE MANAGER’S REPORT                                          MAY 2020 

By Gerrie v Zyl 

  

1)  SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL. 

 No cases of burglary reported  

 Cable thieves enter through Paul triangle to Foskor from the R40. 

  

2) GAME MANAGEMENT. 

 All animals in good condition 

 Found a hyena with broken back on Doreen, a jackal with a broken back on Grietjie. Could be 

done by a lion or other predator or even a giraffe.  

  

3)  VEGETATION. 

 Grass in good condition for this time of year. 

 Some trees have their winter coat’s on and some are still green. 

  

4)  CLIMATE AND RAINFALL. 

 No rain for May 2020. Total for the season measured 550mm to date. 

 Day temperatures are pleasant 25-30 degrees Celsius, and evenings cooling down to 8-13 

degrees Celsius.  

  

5)  R0ADS. 

 Gravel roads still in good condition. 

  

  

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.  

 
 



 

WAYNE’S WORLD…. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“A massive turning point in the conservation of the most trafficked and 
traded mammal on the planet!! 

 

The Chinese government have raised the status of Pangolins to the 
top level of protection (same level as the Panda).  

The government has also removed the Pangolins scales from its 
official list of traditional medicines.” – Info from a FB post by The 

Field Guides Association of Southern Africa, 12 June 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-SA 
Did you know….. 

Pangolins can move their scales using 
dermal (beneath the skin) muscles? 

When a Pangolin rolls into a defensive 
ball to protect themselves from 

predators, they will raise their scales 
using these muscles to be more 

threatening and create a sharp suit of 
armour… 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_pangolin
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 

CLASSIFIEDS 

 

COETZEE & VAN DER MERWE 

Prokureurs / Aktevervaardigers / Boedelbereddaraars 
Attorneys / Conveyancers / Estate Adminstrators 

 

SH’ZEN 

There is so much love 
 

A more beautiful you, naturally 

Sh’Zen is a direct-selling company that uplifts and 
empowers South African Women both through the high-
treatment beauty products it provides and through the 

business opportunity it offers 

Please contact me to view and purchase our amazing 

products. 

Consultant: Odette Dart 

Cell Nr: 0824500971 

Email: dartodette@gmail.com 

Tel:  15 781 1356/6/7 
Fax 015 781 1141 
Address:  
4 Tovanco Building 
Palm Ave, Phalaborwa 

Email: 
deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.c
o.za 
lit@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za 

Tel:  015 793 1113/4 
Fax: 015 793 1440 
Address: 

166 Moose Rd, Hoedspruit 

Email: 
hoedspruit@costzeevdmerw
e.co.za 

 

Glass Monkey Beads 

Handmade Murano Glass Beads 
Glass Bead Jewellery 

Bead Making Workshops 
 

Aruna Mohan 
glassmonkeybeads@cloud.com 

 
Facebook:  Glass Monkey Beads 

+27 (0) 79 38 64 325 

 

Penga nDlovu Customs 

- Are you getting tired of your blunt knives? 
- Does your cutting edge need an upgrade? 

 
Bring them to Penga nDlovu Customs to have 
them sharpened to a razors edge. 
 
Lifelong guarantee on all your handmade unless  
stated otherwise 
 
071 903 3270 – Plot 71 
 

A Unique Bushman Tracker Experience 

8-11 June 

Spend 3 Nights on Grietjie and Doreen sections of the 
Balue Nature Reserve.  Accompany four of the last 
remaining indigenous San Master Trackers from the 

Kalahari – they are the Ju/’hoansi; stars of the film ‘The 
Gods must be Crazy’ 

For more information: Phone 083 286 8281 
Email:  ian@antares.co.za 

www.https://antares.co.za/ A Unique Bushman Tracker 
Experience 

VIRTUAL MUTSAMI 

Professional Web Development 
We build MOBILE FRIENDLY web & applications & E-

COMMERCE STORES using WORDPRESS. 

Contact Tracey 082 424 7527 
Email:  tracey@mutsami.co.za 

 

mailto:dartodette@gmail.com
mailto:deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za
mailto:deeds2@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za
mailto:lit@coetzeevdmerwe.co.za
mailto:Hoedspruit@costzeevdmerwe.co.za
mailto:Hoedspruit@costzeevdmerwe.co.za
mailto:glassmonkeybeads@cloud.com
mailto:ian@antares.co.za
http://www.https/antares.co.za/
mailto:tracey@mutsami.co.za


 

 

 

Getting I.T. Done !!! 

Contact:  Tyler +27 (0) 714 0966 
Email:  tyler@tytytech.co.za 

 

Traditional Thatch Roofs 

Building – Architect’s Plans – Engineer’s Designs 

www.traditionalthatchroofs.co.za 
 

Contact:  Gustave 062 613 4178 
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