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On the banks of the Olifants
BY IAN NOWAK

Bush greetings from Grietjie! It has been a rather busy time for

us of late. With the conclusion of our AGM under these

different circumstances, I am pleased to bring you this

overview for the year ahead.

I would like to thank all the members for entrusting me with

this responsibility for another year! For this issue I will

highlight the main areas that I as chairman will be focussing on.

In this issue each committee member will list their main areas

of focus. Thanks to those members that made themselves

available for election to the committee. I look forward to a

productive year. 

A big thank you to all our members for the great turn out at the

AGM. With the assistance of the on-line platform we were able

to have a high number of MIGS represented at the meeting.

Committee Portfolios
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On the banks of the Olifants - continue..
BY IAN NOWAK

Declaration: 

I will continue to see the process through until the title deed

endorsements are complete (for those that wish to endorse their

title deeds). This was discussed at length at the AGM and the

process is recorded in the minutes.

Access Road / RAL: 

The final phase of getting the access road finalised will also be

one of my main focus points. Now that we are declared this

process has a clearly defined road to follow until resolved. I will

continue to drive this process together with our legal team lead by

Mr JC Kriek (117).

Management plan implementation and compliance: 

This was also discussed at the AGM. I will be focussing on the

implementation of the principles of the Balule management plan

and compliance to our policies and those of the Management

Authority (MA) – Balule Nature Reserve. This will include

compliance with GLUBR in conjunction with the Building Sub

Committee (BSC). 

Support: 

I will also remain the primary contact for the Warden and will

support the other portfolios where required. I would like to thank

Dr Freek Venter for standing as the vice chair, his

experience and wisdom is a great asset to us all.

Balule: 

We are currently in “census” season. At this time of year, we

conduct a full predator census all over Balule. After this we then

do a full aerial census of the other species. This provides us with

critical management information, and I will circulate my final Balule

report to all landowners once all the data has been processed.

Apologies for the inconvenience of have helicopters and fixed

wings flying overhead for consecutive days. 

With the relaxation of lockdown regulations expected to go to

level 1, I wish everyone a speedy economic recovery or at least an

easing of the recent financial strain everyone has been

experiencing. I wish everyone and your families good health during

this time.

 

Until next time.

"If I have 
ever seen
magic, 
it has 
been in
Africa."

JOHN HEMINGWAY



VICE CHAIRMAN - DR FREEK VENTER: 

I was born in Kenya and raised in Kenya and South Africa. I am a

keen nature lover and suffer from a serious addiction to

“wanderlust”, which has seen me trudging over parts of Africa,

Alaska, Canada, USA, Switzerland, Thailand, China, Japan,

Oman, Spain’s Canary Islands, and a few other places. I studied

soil science and botany and started my career as junior

researcher at the Institute for Pedological Research at the

Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education,

which included soil survey’s and analysis for various uses in

different parts of SA.I joined the Researched Section, Kruger

National Park in 1978 as a technician. In 1981 I completed my

MSc on the soils of the beautiful catchment area of a spruit

south of Satara called the Sweni. In 1990 I acquired a PhD,

titled: “A classification of land for management planning in the

Kruger National Park”. This was an integrated study of soil,

geomorphology, geology and vegetation of the KNP which

emphasized the importance of soils in understanding the KNP

ecosystems and their functioning. For the last 15 years of my

almost 40 year career in the KNP I was the GM: Conservation

Management. I retired at the end of 2017 and is a proud full

time resident of Grietjie. I am married to Rinza and we have 3

grownup and married kids and one granddaughter.

My portfolio for the year will be to mainly support our Chairman

and to assist with the development and implementation of our

management plan in accordance with the Balule Management

Plan. I will also assist Ian Owtram with all the environmental

and ecological projects/plans for the coming year. I will also

assist with the fire protection plan.

Trust it is going to be a good year for all of us on Grietjie, this

beautiful place we get to call home.

Freek
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"THERE CAN BE
NO LIFE

WITHOUT SOIL
AND NO SOIL

WITHOUT LIFE;
THEY HAVE
EVOLVED

TOGETHER"
CHARLES E .  KELLOG



RESERVE MANAGER/WARDEN - 
GERRIE VAN ZYL: 

My portfolio description is everything related to Reserve
Manager/Warden which include safety and security,
wellbeing of the animals and upkeep of the reserve ie.
Roads and fences. My plans and I am sure each and every
landowner wants Grietjie an even better place, our roads
will be a priority and hopefully our budget can be
stretched to do the rest of the tar road.
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"IF YOU 
LOVE WHAT

YOU ARE
 DOING, YOU

WILL BE
SUCCESSFUL"
ALBERT SCHWEITZER



ECOLOGY / FIRE PROGRAM - 
IAN OWTRAM: 

When Ian Nowak asked me if I would consider coming back on
to the committee for this year it didn’t take me too long to
commit. Having done a seriously long stint from 2002 until
around 2013 on the committee before, I had always said that
it was someone else’s turn to invest their energies into the
management of the reserve and since that time there have
been some commendable efforts especially in the last 3
years under Ian’s guidance. I had also said that at some point
in time though I would come back on board and commit again
and I guess that time has now come. I have lived on Grietjie
for 20 years now and have and always will be a firm believer
and supporter of what we have grown to become, a well-
respected partner in the Balule Nature Reserve and a fully-
fledged member of the greater area now. Over the coming 12
months (and maybe longer) I would like to start putting
together a meaningful plan for fire management and
prevention that can be used towards the overall ecological
management plan of the area. Since it began in 2008 I have
represented Grietjie on the Ba-Phalaborwa FPA (Fire
Protection Association) and as such I want to ensure that
Grietjie remains a bona fide member and help to expand the
FPA while at the same time ensuring that we as a reserve get
as much help as we can through them. This has already been
achieved in the past with the allocation of 2 bakkie sakkies
on the reserve and this year we have also been allocated 2
drip torches and leaf blower. Although all this equipment
belongs to the FPA and is available to all members of the FPA
it is kept here and we manage it and make use of it as and
when required. Much has been said about the recent fire and
Dr Venter has written an interesting article on the benefits
of fire ecologically. The two of us in particular will work
closely together to formulate a fire management plan and
this will in turn be circulated for everyone so that we are all
aware of the how’s, why’s and what to do’s in the future.
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"THE EARTH 
IS A 

FINE PLACE 
AND 

WORTH
FIGHTING FOR"

ERNEST HEMINGWAY
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ECOLOGY / FIRE PROGRAM - 
IAN OWTRAM: 

I shall be working closely with the FPA and hoping to
establish a Working on Fire team in the region who may be
able to assist with firebreak creation in the future. This will
depend on the Phalaborwa municipality playing their part to,
so don’t hold your breath too long at this stage. I have
already had some owners enquire about firebreak creation. It
is ultimately your own responsibility to do this and I would
encourage you all to
make sure it is done, especially those of you with thatched
roofs. Other responsibilities that I want to also bring to the
table will be to add input to the conservation and ecological
management of the reserve. I have spent almost 30 years
guiding or training in the lodge industry and inadvertently
been involved in understanding the management of game
reserves as a result. Again I believe that with Dr Venter as a
mentor we can provide some valuable input to the reserve.
I look forward to the challenges ahead and hope that we can
as a committee meet everyone’s expectations. There will as
always be some who do not agree with the decisions that we
make but we have been entrusted to do the job for the
betterment of the reserve and I can assure you that is what
we will try to do first and foremost.

Ian Owtram

"THE EARTH 
HAS 

MUSIC 
FOR THOSE

WHO 
LISTEN"

-SHAKESPEARE



TREASURER - ARTI SUTCLIFFE: 

My name is Arti and I have been the treasurer for the past
two years and I am looking forward to another exciting
year.
 
I am presently living in Scotland but my heart is still very
much in the bush. I was hoping to spend more time in
Grietjie this year but COVID has ruined those plans. 
 
I have a passion for photography and I am happy to spend
many hours in the bush looking for that special shot, I love
photographing birds particularly.
 
I have been very fortunate to have photographed the
aurora borealis on several occasions and I’m looking
forward to a trip to Iceland where this is a common
occurrence. 
 
Looking forward to getting back to Grietjie in the near
future once the borders open and meeting more people at
the picnic
once the world goes back to normal.

Keep safe & well.

Arti
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"COUNT ON 
SOMEONE

WHO
CAN COUNT."

TREASURER QUOTES



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY / PROJECTS 
BJORN VALCKE: 

I’m originally from a small farmers town in Belgium. At that
time I was very passionate about I.T, which made me
finish my Masters. Because of that I have travelled many
places in the world to work on IT related projects, it also
made me move to London (UK), where I lived for few years. 

But the call to nature, conservation, Africa, South Africa
was just too big, which made me move too the bush years
back. I want to combine now my IT experience and my love
for the bush for research purpose to help out Grietjie and
Balule. I’m already involved with some Balule project and
some ideas for Grietjie are spinning in my head which
some of them needs a bit more maturing. 

But I have been working the last weeks on an app to
monitor predators in GDP. At the beginning a limited set
of people will be selected until we are confident 
the app is working correctly, and we are getting
a correct set of data. Afterwards more users
can be added.
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"WE ARE
CHANGING

THE WORLD 
WITH

TECHNOLOGY"
BILL GATES



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/PROJECTS BJORN VALCKE: 

Mapping lions in GDP area.
 
Justification:
Providing accurate data of existing data on lions in the current GDP area based on sightings.
Scope:
GDP area, which consist out of
-         Grietjie
-         Doreen
-         Paul
-         Morelag

Method of work:

1.   Community based
We will identify per area key owners providing the project team with detailed photographs and
locations of lion sightings. A timeline will be defined for the sampling by the project team. We
will split the key owners per region, following requirements needs to be met by owners to be
part of the extended project team.
-         Needs to live fulltime in the area.
-         Needs to have camera with an in depth zoom capability.
-         Willingness to drive around on a regular basis for lion sightings
-         Does have an Android mobile phone, this is needed for the software. 
IOS or another phone software are currently not supported. Owners which has often lions on
their plot are preferred but is not a requirement.

2.   Software based
For sightings, Cybertracker has been used to develop an app (android
only). A set of users will be identified which will receive the software on their Android phone.
Any of the sightings can be added on this app, so we have a consolidated version of
information.
 
Outcome:
A more accurate count of lions based on regularly
sightings instead of   call-outs. In a later phase, the data can also help with identifying the
different pride
structure, dynamics and home ranges of the lions. We also will create a basic website with the
identified lions, which can be shared with the Grietjie community.
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/PROJECTS
BJORN VALCKE: 

How to become part of the project team?
Send an email to gdplions@gmail.com with the following information:
Name and plot number.
Can traverse in Doreen or not.

Confirmation of the following requirements:
-         Needs to live fulltime in the area.
-         Needs to have camera with an in depth zoom capability.
-         Willingness to drive around on a regular basis for lion sightings.
-         Does have an Android mobile phone, this is needed for the software. 

    IOS or another phone software are currently not supported.

Looking forward to the year ahead.

Bjorn Valcke
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CAPS REPRESENTATIVE - JB GOBERT:

I am the commercial lodges representative for the next
year.

I will ensure the communication between lodges,
committee and private owners. Feel free to contact me
for any matters regarding lodges.

I am looking forward to the coming year and all it's
challenges.

JB Gobert
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"THE WILDLIFE
AND ITS
HABITAT
CANNOT

SPEAK, SO WE
MUST AND WE

WILL..."
THEODORE ROOSEVELT



SECRETARY / OWNER LIAISON
ODETTE DART:

I feel very privileged to serve on the committee for the
year 20/21. Thank you for everyone's support and faith in
me. I have met the most wonderful Grietjies in the past
12 months, it warms my heart to know we share a love for
this special place we get to call home. I hope to meet
more of you in the coming year. I am also looking forward
to be working with the new committee, and to support
them all where ever possible. We share a common vision,
and I am excited for the year ahead.

I am totally a people's person, I enjoy friendly banter,
having fun and just enjoying life! It is a precious gift. 
This coming year I want to build on my relations with my
fellow Grietjies, and be of great support for everyone. 
I would like to focus on community projects, and urge you
to please contact me should there be a need. I would also
like to assist my committee members with their
respective projects. I am not afraid of getting my hands
dirty for a good cause! Fundraising is also on my "to do"
list for the coming year. Suggestions are always welcome!

A phenomenal woman once said to me; "teamwork makes
the dream work" and those words are so true!

Odette Dart
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"Alone we 
can do so

little;
together we

can do so
much."



Clean up and minor repairs of the picnic sites. 

On the morning of 14 September 2020, a group of owners and staff from the lodges went to the 

Grietjie Picnic Sites 1, 2 and 3 to clean up and do some minor repairs. 

Picnic site 1: 

The area where one sits was cleaned and raked of dry grass (including those growing under the 

benches).  Steps were raked of leaves and grass and are clear. 

The gum pole barriers at the parking were either straightened or replaced. 

The missing rail going down the steps was replaced; the gap near the apple leaf tree was left open as 

it’s a mammal thoroughfare. 

Many moonflowers (Datura sp) were removed in the mud pool in front of the picnic site all the way 

past picnic site 2. The moonflowers varied from recently germinated seedlings to fully flowered 

plants. Due to the number of seedlings removed, it is suggested that a month from now say mid-

October another sweep for moonflower is done. 

Also removed were many Mexican poopy (Argemone sp)  plants, also from seedling to full flowering 

plants, So these would need to be swept again say a month from now. 

We removed a great number of dry and seeded cocklebur (Xanthium sp). Whilst we picked up many 

of them and removed them,  there are many seeds still lying on the banks of the river and a sweep 

for this species in late November/December probably will be required (Before the reseed). 

We also removed a few specimens of an unknown astaraceous plant (yellow flower); this has 

inundated the banks in the last few years. Probably can be removed at the same time as the 

cocklebur. 

 

Picnic site 2: 

The area was completely cleaned of dry grass especially those growing through the pole benches. 

Gum pole barriers were replanted. 

Steps were secured as best we could. These steps will need attention in due course; and possible 

replacement as many of them are starting to rot. 

Picnic site 3: 

Not much was done here, other than to attend to the bench legs which were exposed. 

We will be engaging the committee on erosion control on picnic site 3 as well as the repair to the 

hole on the incoming road. 



We thank all the CAPs personnel who made this possible and it is our intention to return in due 

course especially for the moonflower, and also depending on the outcomes of our discussions with 

the chairman/committee. 



CAPS CLEAN UP:
PICNIC SITES

GRIETJIE PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE

September 14 • Monday 

GPNR Picnic Sites 1,2 & 3



July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

2015/2016 0.0 0.0 36.0 9.5 70.5 168.5 13.5 14.5 67.5 2.0 25.0 2.0

2016/2017 15.0 0.0 25.5 40.5 72.5 116.5 77.0 98.5 17.0 41.5 8.0 0.0

2019/2020 0.0 0.0 7.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Rainfall readings for Grietjie Nature Reserve 

July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June

Average running total 5.0 5.0 27.8 45.5 93.2 188.2 218.3 256.0 284.2 298.7 309.7 310.3

2015/2016 running total 0.0 0.0 36.0 45.5 116.0 284.5 298.0 312.5 380.0 382.0 407.0 409.0

2016/2017 running total 15.0 15.0 40.5 81.0 153.5 270.0 347.0 445.5 462.5 504.0 512.0 512.0

2019/2020 running total 0.0 0.0 7.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0
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Cumulative rainfall totals over recent years 
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Temperature readings for Grietjie Nature Reserve 

Average Min temperatures 2015-2020 Average Max temperatures 2015-2020 2019 min temperatures

2019 max temperatures 2 per. Mov. Avg. (Average Min temperatures 2015-2020) 2 per. Mov. Avg. (Average Max temperatures 2015-2020)

2 per. Mov. Avg. (2019 min temperatures) 2 per. Mov. Avg. (2019 max temperatures)
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