1
January 2020

Under the Baobab
Editor: Odette Dart

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT by Ian Nowak

January 2020

ON THE BANKS OF THE OLIFANTS:
Bush greetings from a hot, humid and very lush Grietjie! The expected January rains came, and the veld
is looking exceptionally good this year. The Olifants river has remained full and is flowing strong!
Infrastructure: The maintenance teams are still busy with the road maintenance / repairs after the
rains. They have also been busy at the temporary gate getting it to an operational state. Once the Wi-Fi
is installed, we will begin using the gate. We expect it to be fully operational with the technology installed by the 19th of February.
We have measured and “graded” the areas of the tar road that still need to be done. The original sections we budgeted and voted for are completed. We are hoping to put a plan together to do the remaining sections. We have graded the area into the following categories: Complete repair & resurface,
minor repair & resurface and resurface only. We are in the process of doing a complete costing and financial feasibility exercise before presenting to the members before the end of February.
Protected Area: The Department of Mineral Rights (DMR) has not commented to LEDET yet on the
Grietjie properties. Like everyone else there is a gazetted window in which they must comment, but this
does not seem to concern them at all. The MEC is reluctant to sign until he has received the official
comment from DMR. It has been with DMR for over year and we have the full right to proceed legally if
we wanted to.
I met with the Deputy Director General (DDG) of LEDET and the Director for Protected Area development at the conference room at Phalaborwa gate offices (KNP). I discussed openly the options that we
feel we have to proceed, including the legal one. They both agreed that they will write a covering letter
to the MEC asking him to proceed even if DMR have not yet commented. Phase 1 declaration was also
held up by the DMR but after having a similar meeting with the DDG at Skukuza their agreement was
signed by the MEC 2 weeks later. I am hoping for the same for us.
The DDG did however ask me to communicate directly with her and not the Director anymore. I will
keep on pushing!
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Compliance: I would like to discuss the issue of “compliance” with regard to the Protected Area Status
(PA). There seems to be a misunderstanding amongst some members that we only need to comply to
the provisions of NEMPAA, NEMBA, GLTFCA agreement and government gazettes relating to the inclusion of Private Reserves to the protected area register, once we are declared. This is incorrect. Our
“intention to declare as a protected area - nature reserve” was gazetted over 1 year ago and the GLTFCA co-operative agreement was signed on the 5th December 2018 already. All our properties are added as an annexure to that agreement, making us all parties to the agreement. We have thus already
committed to comply, and the final declaration is not the “start” date.
In terms of the resolutions we signed, we bound our properties and committed to comply with the Balule Management Authority. The Grietjie constitution (including the GLUBR and Game drive code of conduct), the Balule constitution, the Balule management plan, and GLTFCA agreements all need to be adhered to. In terms of the signed GLTFCA agreement we committed to comply as if we were already declared (circulated end 2018). We as the committee will be addressing some noncompliance issues in the
coming months. I appeal to every member to please work together with the committee in getting our
house/s in order (literally and figuratively). Non-compliance with things like light pollution, GLUBR, alien
plant removal etc, put us all at risk.
Unfortunately, we have already had to resort to legal action to force compliance on a member regarding fencing, and we sincerely hope that this will be the only one, as this is a costly exercise and is a completely unnecessary expense, because our constitution and the documents listed earlier are pretty clear
as to what is required for compliance.
Balule: During January we dehorned another 4 white rhino. We believe these animals were all from Kruger as they had no notches or chips. I have attached a short report for January to the newsletter for
your interest. We are still trying to catch the family of wild dogs that are on the wrong side of the R40
near Hoedspruit. Once caught they will spend some time in boma until they are ready to be released.
They will be released on Doreen and will hopefully remain north of the river. Thanks to Mbizi Lodge 109
for assisting with the catching costs. The veld conditions are exceptional throughout the entire Balule at
the moment, and we are anticipating another influx of buffalo later in the season. Predators have been
breeding extremely well with many lion and leopard cubs reported throughout Balule.
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Let’s hope the good rains continue!
Until next time.
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Grietjie Vice-Chairman’s Report

January 2020

Dino Seccareccia
Light Pollution

As lovers of the bush, we are all particularly sensitive to pollution. When we see an old, beat-up car in
front of us that is belching out thick smoke, we step on the accelerator and pass it…..often giving the
other driver “the stink eye” as we pass. When we see the piles of litter along the R40, we shake our
heads and ask ourselves what kind of person would be so irresponsible with their rubbish. And when
we read about fish kills from toxic runoff into rivers, we want the responsible parties to be held accountable. But there is another kind of pollution that doesn’t always get our attention and that we may be
contributing to…..Light Pollution. This is especially noticeable when light globes are shining and directly
visible in an otherwise quite pristine bush setting like ours at Grietjie.
To be more direct, light pollution has become a significant issue on Grietjie Private Nature Reserve
(GPNR). This issue was raised at the last Annual General Meeting (AGM) and specific examples/concerns
have come to the attention of the Committee in the months since then. One only needs to stop at one
of the higher points on the reserve on any evening and it will be obvious that there are many DIRECTLYvisible light bulbs (globes) throughout Grietjie. Even when compared to other “high density” reserves
within Balule (such as Parsons, Olifants North/South/West) Grietjie glows brighter…..in a bad way.
As party to the GLTFCA co-operative agreement, our extremely unique properties on GPNR come with
an immense responsibility to live harmoniously with nature. We are in the final stages of our journey to
achieve official “Protected Area” (PA) status and the environment must take priority over conflicting,
individual interests. This can be achieved by being sensitive and thoughtful to the “greater good”. Only
with the goodwill and co-operation of all property owners can we achieve (and maintain!) our desired
PA status. We must also bear in mind that we should be compliant BEFORE we are declared and not wait
for the declaration before attempting to comply.
As per the National Environmental Management Protected Areas Act (NEMPA) of 2003, the application
for Protected Area status must define development regulations and the Management Authority (Balule
in our case) must enforce compliance. In order to comply with this, GPNR’s Constitution, which has
been signed by all members, includes the “Grietjie Land Use & Building Regulations” (GLUBR) document
(Annexure 1).
One of the elements in the GLUBR document is to address Light Pollution on Grietjie. It specifically
states that “direct lights may not be visible from neighbours or passers-by (use down lighters)”. GLUBR
also indicates that this requirement will be enforced and with the PA declaration imminent, now is the
time for us to address this systematically. Furthermore, the Balule management plan has further restrictions that need to be adhered to.
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Extract from the Balule light pollution policy:
“Light pollution control is a key element to be managed in the protected area. Both commercial and residential
establishments should strive to minimise their use of lighting, especially external lighting. Ambient or feature
lighting should be kept to a minimum and the placement of such lighting should achieve a balance of effect with
minimal visibility from neighbours and passers-by.
Internal lighting must comply with the same standards as external lighting if the light fittings are visible to the
neighbours or passers-by.
LED globes or low energy globes should be used to minimise carbon footprint.
External lighting rules (for both commercial and residential).
1. No exposed globes may be used. All external lights must be in a fitting that covers the element of the globe.
2. The light from external lights fixed to the structure must directed downwards with no exposed globes.
3. Max of 40w per globe if not energy saving or LED.
4. Pathway lights must have a minimum of 3m between each light point if there is one on each side of the path or
minimum 2m if on a single side only. Light must be directed downwards and no exposed globes.
5. Pathway light globes (not the structure) are restricted to a maximum height of 650mm above ground level, must
be covered and the light to be directed downwards.
6. Spotlights:
1.
No halogen globe spotlights are permitted, only LED max 25w colour warm white, for ambient
lighting only.
2.
Spotlights may not be directed at the house/s, chalets of neighbouring properties.
3.
Houses, Lodges and / or facilities built on high lying areas and hill tops may not have roof, pole or
treemounted spotlights where the globe is visible from surrounding areas, including common game
drive routes.
4.
Spotlights may not be directed towards the river (if applicable).
5.
No orange large area illumination lights may be used at all.
6.
Ground mounted spotlights may not be directed at an angle exceeding 45 degrees. Such spotlights
may only be directed at large trees or structures that will prevent the light from travelling at 45 degrees unhindered into the night sky.
7.
Spotlights may not be installed in a row – max one 25w pointing at one feature / point from a given
point or direction.
7. No red, blue or green globes may be used in external lighting visible from other properties or common areas.
8. Fluorescent globes may only be used within structures that hide them completely from view.
They cannot be used in open barns / sheds.”
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Over the coming weeks/months, the Warden and the Committee will conduct random evening drives
of all the Grietjie roads to identify properties where direct lights (globes) are visible from the Grietjie
road system. We will also look into any reports of similar direct visibility concerns between neighbors.
In either case, the Committee will contact the owners of properties with the visible globes to request
corrective action.
There will be many benefits to our upcoming PA status in terms of protection of our investments and
of the wilderness and animals we all love. With this, comes the responsibility “not to just be a nature
reserve in name only”. We must demonstrate that we are committed to our Management Plan, Light
Pollution Policy, Constitution and GLUBR. Thank you in advance for your support in preventing and/or
addressing light pollution at Grietjie. You may also prevent your neighbor from giving YOU “the stink
eye”!
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Vice-Chairman’s Update:
Annual Plan of Operations Highlights:








Shothole Borer Beetles - We are in communication with Kruger National Park where 31 beetletraps have been set to monitor any arrival of the beetle. So far the spread of the beetle is limited
to Johannesburg, Pretoria, Durban and Knysna. None have been found in our area, but residents
are urged to be careful with the transport of firewood from other areas to Grietjie.
Gate Entry System - System is working and stable, though power surges are still a problem. The
First CAPs invoices will go out this month, as per the recent CAPs fees e-Vote resolution that
passed.
Safety & Security - Daily fence patrols are taking place. Teams on Doreen found migrants from
Mozambique who were handed over to the police.
New Gate - Satellite internet installed this month. Gate move is imminent. The Maseke crew is
standing by to remove fences as soon as our gate is moved.
Municipality Rates - No response from the Municipal Manager from our 3 meeting requests.
Therefore, we met “off the record” with a different Ba-Phalaborwa official whom we had successfully worked with in the past. This official provided excellent insight and suggestions….some positive news and some not so positive. We will assess the value proposition (risk/benefit) of different approaches and will soon inform Grietjie landowners of our plan and rationale in a separate
communication.
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Grietjie Conservation Matters

January 2020

Freek Venter
Keys for Kruger Trees
“If the names of things are neglected, then the knowledge of them will also perish.” - Linnaeus

We at Grietjie are indeed very blessed! Not only are we surrounded by a rich animal life, but also
beautiful plants, and a wide choice of reference books from which to identify and enjoy them. According to the checklists done for Grietjie by Ian Owtram’s Antares group, we have more than 100 species
of trees and shrubs and at least 33 grass species.
Add to this all the wild flowers we find on forbs which are now flowering after the good rains, and it
really becomes a feast. It is also very encouraging to see that we have people in our midst that are extremely knowledgeable about the things around us. Often someone will put a photo of something
strange on the Grietjie Sightings group, and will get a reply within minutes! I encourage everybody on
Grietjie to continue with this thrilling practice.
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It is one thing to enjoy the beauty of plants, especially when they are flowering, but something else to
identify them and call them by their names! This is where people often falter when it comes to not so
well-known plants, because it can be tricky. For Grietjie it helps a lot to have the Antares checklists for
trees and shrubs as well as grasses. It immediately reduces the possibilities, but for a place like Kruger
with almost 500 species, it is more of a challenge because many are not very well-known.
Most tree books have a set of keys to follow to assist with tree identification, but even the keys are not
fool proof and require more than a basic knowledge of plants. You have to know what a stipule. Bacterial nodules or leaf scar look like.
For this reason Ted Woods, a retired banker (CEO of Deutsche Bank, then on the Standard Bank Board
for a decade and currently on the Board of African Parks) registered a research project with Kruger Scientific Services to do a photographic key guide, called “Keys for Kruger Trees.” He is very skilfully assisted by Johna Turner (also a retired CEO of an American chemical engineering company, and currently
specialist trails leader for the Makuleke area in the north of Kruger, and in the process of acquiring a
MSc on the area). I have joined the project recently.
Ted’s motto with the book is “show and tell”. Most of the important features of trees and shrubs are
photographed in high quality RAW mode. In his book which should be on the shelves in about 5 years’
time, each pic will be clarified by a few sentences to explain what the reader is looking at.
We recently also climbed the koppie (on #93, Hendrien and Basie) near my house as well as Grietjie
Mountain to photograph plants of this area that also occur in Kruger. The following photos are of wellknown and abundant trees of our area and give a foretaste of what to see in the book one day:

The team on Grietjie Mountain joined by some locals. Fltr: Freek Venter, Johna Turner, John Burchmore (# 81), Rinza Venter,
Ted Woods and Eugene Troskie (who kept us safe for the day).
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Leaf structure of the Giant Raisin (Photo: Ted Woods)

Growth form, fruit and leafs of the Tall Firethorn Corkwood (Photo: Ted Woods)
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Leaves of the Velvet Sweetberry Bridelia mollis with notches on the apexes of leaves. Bridelia Road
on Grietjie was named after this beautiful tree (Photo: Ted Woods)

Small-leaved Rock Fig (Photo: Ted Woods)

12

Ted photographing plants in the Makuleke sandveld while Johna search for others.

Relaxing in the Mutale Gorge!
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Indian Myna: if you see this alien invasive bird on Grietjie, please report immediately to Gerrie
or Ian.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3c/Acridotheres_tristis00.jpg
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Reserve Manager’s Report

January 2020

Gerrie v Zyl
1) SECURITY AND ACCESS CONTROL.


No cases of burglary reported

2) GAME MANAGEMENT.


Animals conditions good



Lots of Buffalo calves in the big herd.



Good sightings of most species.



Regular sightings of an Elephant Bull with a collar.



Baboons become a problem at houses, make sure your doors and windows are
closed when you not there and please do not feed them.

3) VEGETATION.


All trees and grass are green and lush.

4) CLIMATE AND RAINFALL.


141mm Rain for January 2020 total of 395mm for the season till end of December.



Hot and humid weather

5) R0ADS.


Busy building gully’s next to the roads.

6) OTHER MATTERS.


New temporary gate 99% finish.

THANK YOU FOR ALL THE SUPPORT.
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Johan Slabbert

January 2020

Grietjie Private Nature Reserve – The Sustainable Mindset within the Greater Kruger
National Park.
Together, united in our Beliefs, Thoughts and Actions, Grietjie Stakeholders could become much
more in an improved unity, enabling us to withstand the forces behind the current uncertainties
within the RSA.
Our acute awareness on the Protection of:


Human Life



Animal Life



Plant Kingdom



Property and Assets



Information – Taking care and being conscious of the loose sharing of sensitive information
on social media platforms and our countless WhatsApp Groups.

Are we willing to let go and embrace the vulnerability within our unity?
Synthesis vs Silo Thinking / Integration vs Fragmented:
The complex and unpredictable nature of the RSA business environment has been the subject of
many writing and studies, aimed at capturing and unpacking the challenges faced by nature conservationists and their leadership today.
While modern day economic conditions are often associated with and blamed for managerial stress,
dysfunctional leadership and the general decline in our ability to be true and effective stewards of
both the animal and plant kingdoms, it remains important to note the influence of our current social, cultural and geographical aspects, that continue to add fuel to an already burning and complex
environment.The context (Why the RSA finds itself in the current state of chaos):
Krishnamurti, a well-known Indian philosopher, notes the importance for post-modern man to free
himself from the “known”. To stand back, realise and accept that the “natural” nature of Human
Development has failed us on so many levels.
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Krishnamurti explains that human development intrinsically became a function of our environment,
and in this dysfunctional developmental process, humans develop at the cost of their human authenticity, at the expense of our personal essence and uniqueness.
Both Krishnamurti and Jung, the founder of the psychoanalytic schools of thought, note the importance
to turn this around, for man to rather develop from our inner core (personal essence and uniqueness)
towards an outer environment, i.e. to ensure we develop authentically, to not just follow our habitual
survival behaviours, the very behaviours that are so diligently taught and transferred, generation to
generation, of roll models, and now finally sighted as the main obstacle in ethical, purposeful and responsible human behaviour.
On more than one occasion I have been asked to define “Authentic Identity”, and so often not have the
chance to explain, as most people would respond without hesitation, “Well that’s quite simple isn’t it…
just be True to Yourself!”
This is a dangerous view and attempt to define the “Self”. If I am by nature self-centred and power
hungry, I guess it would be acceptable then to treat people as commodities and consumables, to ac-

quire huge wealth, and in the process leaving behind a trail of human destruction. Now that would be
“True” to myself, wouldn’t it?
To say that political leaders are corrupt, could also be subjectively justified as being “true” to themselves? In a way we expect political leaders to be sly, ambiguous and corrupt.
So, who is this “Self” we often refer to without real comprehension?
Humans have two fundamental ways of being in this world:
Firstly…Trusting in everything human - our first steps towards the development of a separate fragmented self! The Self-Orientation distanced from others. A Self positioned over and against others, often
opposing the very created order of life. A self that blindly follows a trust in human resources as natural
consumables, the linear and often simplistic ways of thinking and our often-one-dimensional ways of
being. This way of being within the world are often referred to as the way of the False-Self. The FalseSelf are also referred to as the Small-Self or as psychologists would refer to it, the EGO self, that part of
us that develops throughout our early childhood experiences as the first emotional scars from which
our EGO Identity developed.
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Unfortunately, all too often the EGO-Self becomes our default Identity, and behaviour of choice, with its
main purpose of protecting and making sure that we are safe – man’s natural self-defence mechanism.
Unfortunately, the EGO-Self, also have at its core the fear and anxieties of uncertainty and losing control.
The natural choice of behaviour is that of a forceful control freak. This part of human identity reduces
others to objects, to be manipulated for our own survival purposes, – regardless of whether such purposes are for political, economic, social, cultural, religious or ethnicity gains, all imbedded within human
greed. Furthermore, when we meet resistance to our strategic manipulation, we respond with violence
of some sort that in turn inevitably results in a retaliatory violence by those on whom we inflicted our

control dramas. In short, a behaviour driven through our often-unconscious intent to manipulating people and or situations to protect ourselves from any potential disturbances within our status quo (the fear
of change).
The EGO-Self never wants to be out of control, does not want to change, and thus known for building up
a head of steam, often with the effect of driving explosive and uncontrolled self-centred behaviours, all
driven through our insatiable need to just save face, at almost any cost. To be accepted and not rejected. To be honoured through what we have, what we do and what others might think of us.
These behaviours have been identified at the core cancer of destructive, dysfunctional and unethical
conduct, which we as humans all struggle with throughout our lifetime. Our perceived needs to fight for
survival, have overturned the order of the human soul, and culminated into the very underbelly of toxic
organisations and our current toxic RSA society.
At the core of the EGO-Self is a self-centred being, the very obstacle towards human transformation, a
transformation towards their operating from their True Self, their Large Self, a human identity freed from
the shackles of fear and anxieties for its everyday purposeful existence.
Secondly…Humans could show up as their True Self / The Large Self, or what is also referred to as their
Authentic Self. The Authentic Self represents the Beauty and Creativity imbedded within our natural behaviours and capacity to show Love, Compassion and Care. Through the ground-breaking work and research conducted by Prof. Lombard, a neuroscientist and neurosurgeon, in the USA, the existence of the
human soul was scientifically proven. The human essence carefully weaved, non-localised within the almost 86 billion neurons (nerve cells). According to the researched done by Prof. Lombard, it was concluded that man is authentically wired for love compassion and care. It is within the True Self and Large
Self, that man learns to embrace vulnerability within uncertainty, trusting in the human ability to transcend the mere mortal realm of conceptual thought, towards the realm of trusting in something bigger
than ourselves.
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Identity is developed through our sense of self. Identity is based on the things with which we most
identify. I.e. if we identify with power and authority, our identity will be based on our sense of power.
If we identify with success, our identity will be based on our sense making of material gain that often
leads to greed, however, if we identify with Love, Compassion and Care, we show up in this world in our
natural armour, empowering us to both discover and deliver our virtues, to higher purpose. A purposeful and meaningful life the RSA so drastically need.
Based on the current business climate, riddled with uncertainty, our collective True Self very seldom
has the opportunity to emerge. - The RSA is in survival mode. It is in this instance that we need to take
note of our default, destructive and automated instinctive behaviours, based on our survival mechanisms. – The very reason for the current Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous world our Nature
Conservation efforts struggle to find its sustainable place.
Watching our president trying to deliver his “State of the Nation Address”, it is clear that the choices
made in the past, and are still being made today, have at its core the fight or flight mindset, imbedded
within our natural survival mechanisms that is ripping us apart whilst destroying the very fabric of our
society.
With this being said, it is by no means a bad strategy to employ the EGO centric identity in driving the
human will to power, will to pleasure, will to purpose and will to EGO self, as this secures our position
within a greater global tribe; however, when this is done with no consultation with our Large, Soul Centric Self, humans will be enslaved to their anxieties manifesting as power and greed with its obvious and
disastrous consequences:
A message from Mother Nature:
“Some call me Nature; some call me Mother Nature, and some call me God. I am your Authentic Identity. I don’t take kindly to being abused through your Ego-Centric view of me. I need you to show me your
compassion, love and care. I am not your resource I am your source. I have been here for over 4,5 Billion
years. I don’t really need people, but people need me. Yes, your future depends on me, when I thrive you
thrive, when I falter you falter, or worse. I have been here for ions. I have fed species greater than you,
and I have starved species greater than you. My oceans, my soil, my flowing streams, my forests, serve
you unconditionally, they all can either take you, or leave you. How you choose to live each day, and
whether you regard or disregard me, doesn’t really matter to me, one way or the other your actions and
attitude towards yourselves and me will determine your fate, not mine, I am Nature, I will go on. I am
prepared to evolve. Are you?
At the core of both the Private Landowner’s, the Lodge Owners and their Management, and the AntiPoaching Unit’s (APU) accountability, lies the choice within which we want the world to view, to experience and to remember the impact Grietjie had and continues to have, on Human Purpose within Meaningful Lives. Let us take hands and agree to allow each other the freedom to voice our views, to voice
our concerns, with no judgment, whilst we remain true to each other and true to our purpose… The protection of Human, Animal and Plant life, The protection of our Properties, and finally, The safekeeping of
any Information that could threaten our safety and ultimately our sustainability.
Johan Slabbert
Grietjie Management / Transpersonal Coach.
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Grietjie Rainfall and Temperatures
Ian Owtram

January 2020
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WAYNE’S WORLD….

… a bird does not sing because it has an an-

swer, it sings because it has a song …
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… without CHANGE there would be no

butterflies ...
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WHY HIPPO FLINGS HIS DUNG……
Short story taken from a book called “ Stories Gogo Told Me” written by Lisa Grainger…
This story was told to Lisa in English by Aubrey Mbewe, a game guide at Kisani Lodge in the
Luangwa Valley, Zambia…

When the Creator first made the Earth, Hippo was a land creature. A greedy land creature. All day he
would wander the river banks and plains, chewing and chewing and chewing and chewing. The more he
chewed, the fatter he got. And the fatter he got, the more he hated the hot African sun.
“Oh great God,” he muttered miserably as he heaved his fat, hot belly down to the river for a drink. “I
wish I could cool down. How I envy those creatures that don’t have to bake in the sun, but who wallow
happily in the water. I wish I could join them.
One day Hippo could take the baking sun no longer. His skin was wrinkled and cracked, his nose was
sunburnt and he could hardly talk his mouth was so dry. “Please Creator,” he begged. “Let me go and
live in the river. I am so unhappy in the sun. I promise I will behave.”
The Creator wasn’t convinced. “Everywhere you go, Hippo, you eat everything in sight,” he said. “On the
riverbanks you eat the river plants. On the plains you eat the grass. If you lived in the water, you would
undoubtedly eat all the fish too. Besides , what would the crocodiles say? It’s their home too, you know.
And we can’t have two hungry animals living in the same water. “I’m sorry, but the answer is no.”
At this news, Hippo wept and wailed. By day he heaved his fat belly around, chomping grass and drinking water. And at night, he complained by the light of the moon. “Oh Creator, please!” he wept. “Today
my nose got sunburnt, my ears got sunburnt, and even my tummy got sunburnt. I’m so unhappy in the
sun that I am prepared to make you a promise. I promise that, if you let me live in the water, I will only
stay in it in the day. By night I will get out of the river and eat grass by the light of the moon. And never,
ever will I touch a fish. I promise, I promise, I promise!”
The Creator, feeling sorry for the poor sunburnt Hippo, agreed—on one condition: that the fat creature
never, ever ate a single fish. “And to prove it,” the Creator said, “every time your food passes through
your body, I want you to spray it around with your tail. As your dung flies through the air, Hippo, I will
personally inspect it. If I ever see a fishbone in it, I’m warning you, you will be out on the riverbank in
the sun again.”
Thanking the Creator, the very happy Hippo jumped straight into the water, where he still lives today.
Occasionally during the day you will spot his nose and ears poking out of the water while he keeps his
body cool under the water. But he always comes out at night to graze, and whenever he does you can
see him keeping his promise to the Creator. Watch his tail you will see it spinning about, sending his
dung flying into the sky. And occasionally you will hear him grunt, “Look, God, no fish, Look God, no
fish!” just to prove his point.

Special thank you to Antoinette Hayes for lending me your book—Odette Dart
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